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OBJECTS

BRITISH WEST INDIES STUDY CIRCLE

Affiliated to the Association of British Philatelic Societies

1 TO promote interest in and the study of the stamps and postal history of the islands that comprise the
British West Indies and in addition BERMUDA, BRITISH GUIANA (GUYANA) and BRITISH
HONDURAS (BELIZE) and the Postal History and markings of all other Caribbean territories during
any period that they were under British administration or control, and those British Post Offices which
operated in the Caribbean, and Central or South America.

abwnN

TO issue a quarterly BULLETIN containing articles, items of interest and other features.

TO loan books from the Circle library (home members only). Borrowers bear postage both ways.

TO publicise 'wants’ and furnish opinions on stamp(s) and/or cover(s) for a nominal fee.

TO encourage, assist or sponsor the authorship and publication of definitive handbooks, monographs

or other works of reference appropriate to the aim in paragraph 1 above.
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SOCIETY PROGRAMME OF EVENTS & INFORMATION
Biennial Convention
To be held at the Corus Hotel, Warwick, on Friday 30" September and Saturday 1% October 2005.
Formal speakers / displays by:

» Alan Becker St. Vincent

» Brian Brookes St. Christopher
The Programme and booking form is included in this issue and on the web site.
Philatex 2006
23" to 25" February 2006 at the Horticultural Halls, Greycoat St London SW1.
To include a BWISC Meeting details to follow
Members Displays

In the September issue James Podger provides a description of a display of Cayman Islands
presented by Graham Booth at Worthing.

It has been suggested that members send to the Editor, dates and places where they are to
display, so that others who either collect the subject, live close by etc might have the opportunity to
attend. Extending this idea, if anyone knows in advance of a BWI display or competitive entry,
please send the Editor details and advanced publicity will be provided in the Bulletin.

Subscription
Please view the bottom right of the mailing sheet to check if your subscription has been paid.

GENERAL PHILATELIC INFORMATION & EVENTS
Hampex 2005
22" October 2005 at Wickham Community Hall near Fareham.
ABPS National Philatelic Exhibition -
Friday 24™ & Saturday 25" November 2008, to be held at the Riviera Centre, Torquay.
Information available from: ABPS Torquay 2006 29 Bowhay Lane Exeter EX4 1PE
Argyll Etkin

Argyll Etkin have informed us that they have new premises at 27 Regent Street, Piccadilly Circus,
London SW1Y 4UA, with entrance in Jermyn Street.

Stamp Magazine
An article is appearing in the June edition by John Davis entitled War Tax Showcase .
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BERMUDA POSTAGE STAMPS & POSTAL HISTORY

(Al numbers Ex B&K Five reigns cat 1991 This cat is available @ £15)

1894 QV 1/- CW V18 A range available
Part reconstruction 118 copies £580 Block of 10 £50
Block of 8 £40 Block of 4 £20

1910 1934 Ship Type A mint range of printings ( 62 stamps)
...dto 1/- CW G1to 10, G37 to 51 etc

£240
King George V 1924 10/-
10/- G54 £90 10/- G54A £125
King George VI 1938 SPECIMEN overprints
1d to £1 (16) SP1to 16 £975 2/-to £1 (6) £875
King George VI 1938/53 Definitives
1d 1/- (CW 1t010) £30 Key Type 2/-to £1  MOST AVAILABLE
1941 Keyplate
2/- CW11A A complete sheet, 2/6 Line Perf CW 18 A18
incl. SCROLL FLAW lower right block of 4, SCROLL FLAW
£550 AVAILABLE
1951 £1 Keyplate
CW 26 Fine Block of 8, CW 26A Block of 15 (R1/5, No 10/12)
lower left, rows 4/5, stamps 1/4 (including stamp R1/11 No White Island)
£300 £1150

12/6 Prague Cover

1947 Cancelled Hamilton 18 June 1947 to Prague, arrival 23 June BK CW15BB
AVAILABLE

Postal History

1939 1951 A collection of covers, mainly Key Pl ate,
Some 60 covers, includes some Censor mail etc. Largely Air Mail outward
£5500

1951 King George VI Provisional Wrappers

don...d unused £12
A range of used mostly to BOWIE

...don ...d 12 different Post Offices don ...d 12 different Post Offices
£125 £125
Books
Dickgiesser Yendall 1980 (red) Price £20 Also 1985 (green) Book 2 Price £50

Potter & Shelton (reprint) 1997 Price £35

BRIDGER & KAY GUERNSEY LTD.
Also Fax: Telephone First on Phone Number

AL
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MINUTES OF THE 51° ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE BWISC
HELD AT 2:15 PM SATURDAY 23" APRIL 2005

1. Chairman’s Welcome and Opening Remarks

The meeting was opened by Peter Ford, who extended a warm welcome to the 30 members
present.

2. Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from Steve Jarvis and Phillip MacMurdie.
3. Minutes of Previous Meeting & Matters Arising

The minutes of the previous meeting on 24 April 2004 as published in the June 2004 Bulletin had
one error. The meeting was, of course, the 50" AGM and not the 49" as stated. It was proposed by
Nigel Chandler and seconded by Dennis Mitton to accept the minutes and this was approved by
the members present.

4. Report by the Hon. General Secretary (Peter Boulton)

Last year's programme of events included the AGM and members auction on 24 April 2004. This
was fully reported in the Bulletin for June 2004. The highlight of the year was our Golden Jubilee
meeting held at the Royal and our very successful auction held at Spinks. These were admirably
reported and described in the December 2004 Bulletin.

Our main event for the current year is our biennial Convention to be held on 30 September and
1 October. This will be held at the same place as in 2003, but the hotel name has since changed
from the Honiley Court Hotel to the Corus Hotel Warwick. Further details and the booking form will
be published in the June Bulletin. The membership now stands at a total of 347, of which 231 are
UK members and 116 are overseas members. This shows a net increase of 18 compared with last
year. One member died during the year, three members resigned and 4 members were removed
due to failure to pay their subscriptions, even after reminder letters. However, we have now gained
26 new members, which more than replaces the losses. The membership database is working
satisfactorily and is continuously being updated. Changes of addresses etc. and new members are
recorded in each issue of the Bulletin. A total of 100 amendments have been received during the
year, following the publication of individual member’s details on the back of the Bulletin address
label. Members are urged to let me know about any change of address as soon as possible,
otherwise they may miss an issue of the Bulletin.

5. Report by the Hon. Editor (Steve Jarvis) read by Peter Boulton

The Bulletin has been well supported by members over the last year, with sustained contributions
of articles, so much so, that my normal target of 36 pages has often been extended to 40 pages
due to my embarrassment of riches.

However, any publication is only as good as the next edition and | therefore ask Members to
please keep the articles flowing not just major r esearch articles but also half page snippets are
very useful and interesting to readers. The Jubilee edition of March 2004 contained colour for the
first time and | believe its continued use significantly enhances the appeal and usefulness of our
journal, although it does add another complication organizing the sheets and disappointing
contributors who only appear in b&w. My thanks to Peter Ford who undertakes the colour printing
in Spain and who has to deal with the various consumable supply and courier challenges.

| have built a good working relationship with our print finisher (Sarsen Press in Winchester) who
have proven to be very flexible and helpful. My envelope stuffing and stamp sticking procedures
have now been refined and apart from boxes and paper turning the dining room into a production
line for about a week, the process is fairly hassle free (but | do wish for more self-adhesive
denominations).

Finally, my thanks to Charles Freeland for his regular Auction Update and excellent proof reading
work.

The web site continues to evolve and | thank Peter Fernbank for converting another 30 old
bulletins to electronic format. We have now reached edition 79 on-line.

(Peter Ford then mentioned the fact that we had entered the 2004 Bulletins to the ABPS journal
competition and won the prize, which was a £100 cheque. The Bulletin will also be entered for a
similar competition to be run by the American Philatelic Society.)

Page 5



No. 205 June 2005

BWISC Bulletin

BRITISH WEST INDIES STUDY CIRCLE

INCOME STATEMENT : YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMBER 2004

INCOME :

Subscriptions

Publications Sales less commissions
Less: Printing costs
Publication advertising
Depreciation of printer
Auction and other donations
Opinion fees
Interest received less tax
TOTAL INCOME

EXPENDITURE :
Bulletin  Costs less advertising
Bulletin printer repairs

Distribution and editorial expenses

Library - Cost of removal
Meeting room hire

50" Anniversary weekend net cost after recoveries

Wipex 2002 net cost after recoveries
ABPS affiliation fee

Officers administration Stationery, postage, telep hone etc

Bank charges
Website

SURPLUS INCOME OVER EXPENDITURE

(Subject to Audit)

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31st DECEMBER 2004

ACCUMULATED FUND
Balance at 1st January 2004
Add: Surplus for the year
Dollar conversion reserve

Less : Stocks of publications at cost

REPRESENTED BY:
Printer (net of depreciation)
Cash at banks
Debtors amounts due to us

Less : Subscriptions received in advance
Other creditors  Amounts due by us

AUDITORS REPORT

To be supplied after audit.

£s 2004
3,269
2,697
(2.782)
150
(470) (405)
5,316
13
8,180
1,392
245
1,352 2,989
11
762
136
205
91
72
4,2660
3,914
2,076
3,914
(117)
5,873
5,873
1,410
2,053
5,019
8,482
(2,839)
(220) (2,609)
5,873

14

470

1,649
376
880

(2,355)
(318)

2003

3,157

(456)

1,083
225
13

3,996

2,905
335
20

135
294

3,689

£s 307

£'s

£s

18,049
307

79
18,435

(16,359)

2,076

1,880
2,394
475
4,749

(2,673)
2,076
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6. Report by the Hon. Treasurer (Ray Stanton)

Firstly | have to report that | am unable to present final audited accounts to the AGM due to the
illness of Tony Farmer, our Auditor. We all wish Tony a speedy recovery. However | am able to
present Accounts, subject to audit, and | am pleased to be able to report that the Income statement
for the Study Circle for the year ended 31st December 2004 shows a surplus of £3,914.

This is due to the extremely successful Jubilee Auction which contributed most of the figure of
£5,316 shown as Auctions and other Donations , a figure which is net of the running costs of the
auction and catalogue production. All those involved with the Auction should receive our grateful
thanks as the finances of the Study Circle have been radically improved as a consequence.

Sales of publications, now via David Druett as distributor, were also extremely successful, and this
has enabled us to take a decision, with which | hope the meeting approves, to change our
accounting procedures relating to publications. In the past the accounts have recorded the stocks
at cost but then written them down to zero on the basis that the future sales were uncertain. We
have now in the 2004 accounts written old stocks off fully. In the future, wherever possible we will
set current years sales against current years printing costs, as reflected in the income statement
this year.

Income from subscriptions is gradually improving as the increase in rates two years ago comes
through, and continues to fully cover, along with advertising receipts, the cost of producing and
distributing the bulletin.

With regard to expenses, we have saved on meeting room expenses due to the generosity of
Grosvenor Auctions but we did incur a net cost of £762 in staging the 50th anniversary weekend
being the cost of the facilities at the Royal and a small subsidy towards the meal at Gettis
restaurant.

7. Report by the Hon. Librarian (lan Jakes)

There has been a loan of 19 books to 6 members during the year. This compares with a loan of 27
books to 10 members during the year ended April 2004.

Whilst the Librarian adds information to the scrap books from time to time, no other members have
provided information for the scrap books during the last 12 months. This compares with 2 members
providing such information in the year ended April 2004.

2 members have requested, and been provided with a copy of the Library Catalogue. 3 books have
been added to the Library in the last 12 months - all donated. The book Founded Upon The Seas;
A History Of The Cayman Islands And Their People was donated by Cayman Islands National
Archive and the other additions are Bahamas The Local Overprinted Special Delivery Stamps of
1916-1917 By Ludington donated by Peter Fernbank and The Queen’s Stamps - Travelling
Exhibition - 2002 Jubilee Celebrations donated by Michael Sefi, keeper of the Queen’s Collection.

| am quite willing to carry out research in the Library for members. In the last 12 months two
members have availed themselves of this facility, one requiring information concerning postal
stationery, and the other requiring information concerning forged St. Vincent postmarks.

Finally, | received a request for general information from a man, who lives in Slovenia. He had
obtained my address from our website.

8. Report by the Hon. Publications Officer (Peter Ford)

During 2004, much of my time was taken up with the production of the catalogue for our Golden
Sale . There were several frustrations en route; nevertheless, | feel that the time and money which
was devoted to its production was, in the end, worthwhile. As a matter of interest, it cost
approximately £3,500 to produce 700 copies, which were distributed free to all BWISC members
as well as BCPSG members. This may explain why some of us on the Committee were looking a
little concerned during the auction on the day, as with a commission of 10%, we had to sell
£35,000 worth of material to recover our outlay.

Although we didn t publish anything during the year, work was progressing on books which will see
the light of day this year or next. Amongst these are the book, samples of which | have brought
along today, Terence Dickinson s British Guiana Picture Postcards . | was hoping to be able to
publish Mike Rego s Steamship Lines to the Caribbean as one volume; however, it turned out to
be a somewhat larger work than | had envisaged, with between 700 and 800 pages. To publish
such a volume would have proved too much for our finances and would have probably cost the
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buyer a sum in excess of £100. We have therefore, decided to publish it in 3 or 4 volumes, the first
of which I hope to have out by June, with the next by the end of the year. We have been fortunate
in that the Trustees of the Roses Caribbean Philatelic Society s Fund have seen fit to lend us some
£3,500 to fund this project.

Other projects in the pipeline are a handbook on Trinidad, Volume 8 on the Airmails in our Jamaica
Encyclopaedia; a booklet on Bermuda in World War | censorship should follow shortly and there
are other booklets, one on the Turks & Caicos and one on the Cayman Islands.

The major success last year has been in our sales figures. We have had David Druett of
Pennymead Auctions as our distributor for just over a year now, and his pro-active stance has
resulted in our selling some 265 volumes. This has been both as a result of David s work and the
discounts offered to buyers. This last has been made necessary in order to reduce stocks, the
storage of which was becoming critical. These sales have brought in some £2,672 of income, after
commission and postage costs. | hope that this collaboration between David and ourselves will
continue, so that we can reach out to as many people as possible, to encourage them to take an
interest and commence collecting material from our area of philately.

9.  Report by the Hon. Public Relations Officer (Philip MacMurdie) Read by Peter Ford

50™ anniversary Publicity

2004 and the 50th anniversary celebrations have provided an unprecedented challenge and a
great opportunity for the Circle to raise its profile within the philatelic audience. Having taken on the
role as publicity officer at short notice | was please to be able to complete and have published
articles within the following publications:-

* Gibbons Stamp Monthly (GSM) * The ABPS Bulletin
e The BCPSG Journal * And the George VI study circle journal.

The articles within GSM were particularly well received and included illustrations of a number of the
lots on offer from the anniversary auction in addition to a complete resume of the Study Circle itself
and details about the anniversary celebrations.

The only disappointing note was that publicity within the US proved very difficult. Despite sending
various communications to US magazines etc nothing was forthcoming.

Going forward

I plan to send each of the UK magazines an update as to our activities on a periodic basis,
including details of our annual auction as well as any society displays.

In addition it would be very useful if we as a society could furnish GSM with some articles for future
publication. This will also allow us to remain in the forefront of peoples minds with respect to West
Indies philately whilst further enhancing our growing reputation as one of the leading Philatelic
research groups.

I must extend my thanks to Charles Freeland, Peter Ford, Derek Nathan and Simon Goldblatt for
their guidance and assistance throughout 2004.

10. Report by the Chairman of the Committee (Peter Ford)

In reporting to the membership this year, | am in a slightly awkward position as to where to begin.
We have, as befits our 50th anniversary, had a most successful year. | shall begin by reporting on
our celebrations at the end of October. This was a two day event, the first of which was held at the
Royal Philatelic Society premises at 41, Devonshire Place; the day was well attended and
members had the opportunity to witness two first class displays by Michael Medlicott on West
Indies Revenues and Joseph Hackmey on Grenada ; to both of whom | extend my thanks. As well
as this, there were many informal displays representing all the West Indian colonies. | would like to
thank all who took part that day, especially Derek Nathan, who despite being indisposed in the time
running up to the event, did an excellent job of liaising with Paul Moorcroft to make the day run
smoothly. Also, | must mention Michael Oliver, who despite his distance from London, did a very
creditable job of organising the informal displays.

The second day was a trade day, held at Spinks auction rooms. This was a very pleasant venue
where our dealers found themselves with plenty of space to display their wares and plenty of eager
collectors with money to spend. The highlight of the day was, of course, our Golden Jubilee
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auction. Our venerable auctioneer, Simon Goldblatt, had, by means | didn t care to enquire into too
deeply, cajoled members to put up for auction, some of their treasured possessions. We had a
catalogue of 50 items each with a minimum value of £500. The auction started slowly with the first
dozen items selling at reserve, if indeed they sold at all. Lot 13, unlucky for some, certainly
enlivened the proceedings, eventually selling for £20,000. This must be a record realisation for a
sale organised by a specialist society, and one unlikely to be superseded for many a year. After
this the auction attained a momentum of its own and subsequent lots gained a lot more interest.
Eventually, | have to report some 37 of the 50 lots sold, total realisations reaching a magnificent
total of £68,600. To this amount we must add the takings of our concurrently running Private Treaty
sale, some £3,567 plus the amount from the members table that day, £1,326. Total sales that day
reaching just short of £74,000. | must again thank everybody involved in making this day such a
success.

However, the one person who deserves the most praise is Simon Goldblatt. Not only was the
auction his concept, but he worked tirelessly to persuade vendors to part with their material and
also canvassed members of the London philatelic trade to see if such a project was likely to
succeed. Finally, he was, as usual, an excellent auctioneer this fact borne out by the comments
of all the professional auctioneers present. We are very lucky to have Simon, who works very hard
every year running our annual auction, which last year was again very successful with realisations
of over £16,000 including post-auction sales. It was with this in mind that your Committee decided
to award Simon with Honorary Life Membership of our Study Circle. | hope that you, the
membership present, concur with this decision.

The time | have taken reporting our Golden Jubilee events should not detract from the other
essential work done by your Committee. However, in the interests of brevity, | will make mention of
these only briefly. The high standard that our quarterly Bulletin has maintained has been
recognised by the award of the ABPS Society Journal Award. This is primarily due to the efforts of
our Hon. Editor, Steve Jarvis, who has not only been proactive in soliciting articles but has
improved the appearance of the Bulletin immeasurably. This process will, no doubt, continue.
Credit is also due to contributors, without whom, such a successful journal would not be possible.
Steve is also responsible for the website which has been contributing to the high profile of our
Study Circle. Whilst writing this report, | looked at the website to find that it has had some 2100
hits .

Our Treasurer kept us all with our feet firmly on the ground during the run-up to our Jubilee
celebrations by keeping a close eye on our expenditure. | feel that he has good reason to be
satisfied with our accounts at the end of the year. Our Secretary has also been beavering away in
the background, as well as making arrangements for our biennial Convention in
September/October, details of which will be announced in the June Bulletin. Finally, | extend my
thanks to my Committee, who are sorely tried by my constant demands on their time and energy,
never failing to come up with the goods when asked.

Finally, |1 have to report that our Hon. Auditor, Tony Farmer has not been well lately; | am sure |
reflect the wishes of the membership by wishing him well and a speedy recovery.

11. Re-Election of the Chairman of the Committee
Peter Ford was re-elected unanimously.
12. Re-election of Officers

The President, Vice-Presidents, Hon. Officers and Messrs. M.Hamilton and D. Mitton have all
agreed to continue as members of the Committee. Consequently, all are automatically re-elected.

13. Re-election of the Hon. Auditor

Volunteers to audit the accounts of the Circle were requested from the audience, but since none
were forthcoming, a new auditor will have to be found.

14. Other Business

Peter Ford stated that he had managed to obtain a room at Philatex in 2006 for formal displays.
During the discussion, Charles Freeland suggested that informal displays would also be welcome.

Page 9



No. 205 June 2005 BWISC Bulletin

\N\ BRITISH GUIANA PICTURE POSTCARDS /VEM/
J

e

By Terence Dickinson

A new exciting book from the BWISC which catalogues all known picture postcards of British
Guiana. It includes a listing of the hand-painted postcards, QSL cards and postcards of ships
associated with British Guiana. There is also a scarcity guide which will be of value to collectors of
these picturesque postcards. PRICE: £28.00 (BWISC members’ discount £3.00)

This book will be available early in the New Year and can be ordered from David Druett of
Pennymead Auctions at 1, Brewerton Street, Knaresborough, N. YORKS, HG5 8AZ, UK
or via e-mail at Pennymead@aol.com, or via Telephone at 0044 (0)1423 865962
or Fax at 0044 (0)1423 547057.

Please state that you are a member of the BWISC so as to obtain members discount.
Also advise if airmail or surface mail is required for overseas orders.

NOTE: Post & packing are extra. Orders will be dispatched with invoice and prompt payment is
requested. Payment by Sterling cheque or US or Canadian dollar check can be accepted. Credit
cards accepted (not AMEX). Also payment may be made in Euros (cash only).

_Offers from stock

Antigua
56 BR-G1 192122 watermark MOA Gl
of 7. F-VFM £135

Bahamas
56 155a
506G 209-16 1854-63 VFUM colection of blocks af 4 o
1/~ (bather shades inc. 1962 4d, 104 in bloaks), Cotjain
padrs ¥d-1/- (5), and sat wih 20- and &/- shades £125
S0 24751 1585 defindtive sef of 15 VFLIM cylinder

15344 /- an thin skiated paper. WVFM  £200

blocks of 4 E100
Barbados
S0 237 1H32 /- perf 133 x 12, VFM £38

B 250a 1550 40ct bi-green & pale margon. WVELIMEXZ
British Guiana

B0 27282 1921-27 set of 11 VEMAUSY £48
5G 3Ta 18951 §1 right violed perf 14 3 13, VFM £200
British Homduras

B2 1952 52 Jacamar. VFUM cyl 1A block of 4 £38
Dominica

503 142a-50a 1962 shades of Zct, 5t and 10ct WFUM E20

Tel w44 1934 732511 Faoc w44 1934 7323408
3&_‘ Email: murmaypaynai@dial pipex.com
EE o www.muIraypayne.com

PO Box 1135, Axbridge, Somersel, England, BS28 2EW

Jamaica

506G #1-108 1821-29 s&t of 13. VFM EBS

S5G 1d3=-44 1948 Silver Wedding, VFRE Plade no. pairs,
14d Plage *1°, £1 "1a E2G
Leaward 15,

5G B0 1528 £1 puple and black on red papes, VFM £145
S5G @187 1931-32 Die 1 st of 7. WEM, Gd LIM £75
5t Kitts-Nevis

1938-60 reference run-theough of all ditferent perfs

ard shades per CW, Mostly fine mint, but some used

or faulty. Ex Baldwin £17Ts
&t Lucia

CW 423 1930 2cf perf 14% x 14, VFUM block of 4
from sheats, cantrad fop righd E50
5t Vincent

B0 184-TT 1940-52 sed of 19 plus extra reprints (17).
WL P55
Turks & Calcos

BG 181, a 1837 Yod Coronation. The v shades, WU E20

Postage Extra

[PAYNE 12
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AUCTION REPORT

As we have come to expect auction realisations running into five figures, there was little sympathy
for the auctioneer s gloomy predictions one week before the event. Behind a catalogue whose
format and content seemed to reinforce our claim to be one of the leading specialist societies of
the philatelic world, lay a trail of minor misfortunes: two descriptions melded into one lot in Anguilla;
a Barbados item lurking under Bahamas; two lots with identical numbers; a choice illustrated item
withdrawn; a mis-numbered illustration; and, by far the worst of all, a proportion of our members
getting catalogues with pages shuffled, pages duplicated, pages missing. An auction book with
only a quarter of the lots covered, with 7 days to go, sounded ill-omened.

Just as usual, the auctioneer was wrong, and the members came up trumps. Owing to the zeal of
our Editor, a corrected version of the catalogue was on the Circle website within hours of his
learning of the problems. A flurry of last-minute bidding gave the auction book a healthier tone
though still well under par. And if the 31 bidders registered did not represent a record number, they
made up for deficiencies in every other respect. In the end, over 60% of the lots were sold, and
realisations of over £14,000 showed that, whatever the slips along the road, the auction team had
put together offerings that matched the high standards that we set for ourselves.

There were flat spots, of course. Eleven times during the sale five lots or more were passed in
succession (Pass means Fail, explained the auct ioneer at one point), and there was one
sequence of ten unsold lots, with British Guiana badly affected by the defective catalogues in
circulation by far the major sufferer. Yet the rh ythm of the auction was not really disturbed, and
there was steady and sometimes vigorous interest in most of the BWI territories. Barbados was
keenly supported. British Honduras, Grenada and Jamaica all flourished. Leeward Island material
was in strong demand, and from that point there were buyers for almost everything, until we were
half-way through Trinidad. It is almost traditional for interest to die away at this stage, and
momentum can be lost for good. Not this year: buyers came back on the scene for the maritime
and other Trinidad covers, and more than half the last 80 lots changed hands.

When totalled up, prices realised were more than 4% above the corresponding
valuations, so is the auction team starting to slip? Probably not: once one allows
for the margin for improvement lying in stamps of high quality for example lot 37
of Bahamas (6d perf 13, £220) and lot 443 of St Lucia (QV 6d pair, £140) a few
possible bargains to be had in our under-described groups of covers, and the

familiar hunger for postmark material of St Vincent, statistics tend to
come back into balance. Indeed, much of the percentage uplift lay in
the Montserrat bisects on cover, illustrated on the front of the
catalogue. Room bidders were content to see this go to a book bidder
for a modest £340; but it turned out that a further faxed bid had arrived
in time for the auction and had not been taken into account. The
adjusted sale price was £620, against the estimate of £400.

The other high-flyers in the sale
are easy to understand. The
Barbados Britannia 1d, used strip
of five (lot 96) fetched £110
against its estimate of £20, with
the book of six competing bidders
left far behind at a mere £60, while
Esk and Solent (Leeward lots 378 and 379), but not
Eden, approximately trebled their £28 estimates at
£80 and £90.

Nothing could better illustrate the contrast between
commercial and philatelic covers than St Vincent lots
481 and 482. The former, estimated £95, attracted
six book bidders, and went for £150. The latter,
estimated £180, went to a solitary room bidder for
£140. Both buyers will have got satisfaction; possibly
they each got a bargain.
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Some statistics on forgeries may be noted. This year 26 lots featured forgers and fakers in one
context or another: 21 of these were sold, the ones left behind containing for the most part very
familiar productions by Spiro. Prices paid ran out at more than 15% above the estimates, which
themselves reflected a buoyant market for such items. Will the rising trend continue? Watch this
space!

Room bidders captured 205 of the 387 lots sold under the hammer.
Results are published on the enclosed flyer and on our web site.

Unsold lots are identified by UNS and those followed with a value below are available on a first
come first-served basis, at that price.

ABPS SOCIETY JOURNAL AWARDS 2004
REPRODUCED WITH PERMISSION FROM ABPS NEWS

This year Douglas N. Muir, Curator of Philately at The British Postal Museum and Archive, and
Hugh Jefferies, Editor of Gibbons Stamp Monthly, were the judges. They record their findings
and announce the results.

Last year saw the first ABPS award for local society newsletters. This year the award has been
extended to include specialist society journals and there are now two awards for these very
different categories. By their very nature local society newsletters are more ephemeral than
specialist society journals. While members might be expected to attend meetings of their local
society the job of a specialist journal is to spread information to a worldwide membership, many of
whom will not attend any meeting.

Specialist Societies

Turning to specialist society journals made us consider what we thought essential in such organs.
As mentioned, the audience is different from that of a local society, and thus the purpose of the
journal and the challenges facing the editor are also quite different.

Members are clearly interested in the overall subject, but within that there may well be a very wide
variety of particular themes or areas. Over a period these should be reflected in the journal. The
eternal cry of nearly every editor in this position is 'Please send me more articles’ and the danger is
that only a few do, so that you end up with the same authors repeatedly. If at all possible this
should be avoided.

There are various aims in a specialist journal but first must come the dissemination of accurate
research. You are trying to unite a geographically disparate group of people and so a group sense
of identity is also important. As far as content is concerned it should be varied, well illustrated,
relevant and, of course, accurate. References to previous articles or books should always be
given, remembering that future students will want to know what else has been published on the
subject. In each issue of the journal of the France & Colonies Philatelic Society of Great Britain
there was a very useful listing of recent articles in other, particularly foreign, magazines. This might
be an idea for other societies.

With modern reproduction technology colour illustrations are now quite feasible and within reach
financially. It should be remembered that the attraction of the hobby is not black and white.

Taking these criteria we examined the submitted journals separately and then discussed our
findings together, coming to a clear result. Individually we both came to the same conclusion and
by the same margin. The two front runners were the journal or bulletin of the France & Colonies
Philatelic Society of Great Britain and the British West Indies Study Circle. Both were well
illustrated with a good range of content and references in professional layouts, but the winner is the
British West Indies Study Circle Bulletin.
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Stanley Gibbons

Commonwealth Department.

With over 150 years of experience, we have the most interesting and extensive
Commonwealth stock available and the experience to match.

Items recently offered
from our ever
changing stock.

MONTSERRAT Do Vou receive our MONTSERRAT
1676-83 ilﬁletrated list? 1684-85
1d inverted S ' 4d wmk CA

To register your interests, simply call 020 7836 8444 and ask to speak to
Pauline MacBroom
Email: pmacbroom@stanleygibbons.co.uk

View our huge range of stock at
www.stanleygibbons.com

Stanley Gibbons also buy stamps and collections.

STANLEY GIBBONS LIMITED, 399 STRAND LONDON WC2R 0OLX

TEL: 020 7836 8444 FAX: 020 7836 7342
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