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SOCIETY PROGRAMME OF EVENTS & INFORMATION 
AGM & Auction 
� is to be held at Gosvenor Auctions premises in the Stra nd on 6 May 2006, commencing 2:15pm. 

The auction (catalogue enclosed) consists of 600 plus lots, the auction team is pleased to be able 
to offer these lots as much of the material is fresh and has never appeared in auctions in this 
country for many, many years if ever. Bids can also be accepted up to the day before the auction 
by email to oesypum@aol.com Please ensure BWISC Auction 34 is in the subject box. 

Philatex 2006 
� at the Horticultural Halls, Greycoat St London SW1. 

To include a BWISC Meeting in Room 33 on Saturday, 28th October 2006 from 15.00 to 17.30. 

The displays are:� 
• Alan Rigby � St. Kitts-Nevis • Derek Seaton � Early Jamaica 

 

Washington 2006 (27 May to 3 June) 
BCPSG is holding its meeting at Annual meeting at 13.30 on the Saturday and BWISC members 
will be welcome. Also meetings will be held by the Bermuda Collectors Soc (over the first 
weekend), by the Collectors club on the Monday and the Royal Philatelic Society on the 
Wednesday, plus plenty of other events on special topics. 

Members� Information 
Congratulations to Nigel Chandler James Podger, Richard Maisel, Peter Sargent and Trevor Davis 
who have been appointed Fellows of the Royal Philatelic Society, London. 

A request for information from David Clover, Information Resources Manager/Librarian, Institute of 
Commonwealth Studies, University of London, 28 Russell Square, London WC1B 5DS 
telephone: 020 7862 8840; e-mail: David.Clover@sas.ac.uk: 

I am hoping you may be able to assist with an enquiry. I am trying to trace the descendents of 
Harold E Box, who was a member of the British West Indies Study Circle and lived in Trinidad. His 
death was noted in the BWI Study Circle Bulletin of June 1973, and made reference to his wife and 
daughters. We have an album of photographs in our collection taken by Mr Box and gifted to the 
British West India Committee. I know many years have passed since then but any help you could 
provide in the matter would be much appreciated. 
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REPORT ON A DISPLAY AT THE ROYAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY, LONDON BY PETER FORD 
The Queen’s Collection is just a collection of stamps; this is not to dismiss it as inconsequential. 
However, it is a collection of (mostly) essays, proofs and stamps, mint and used, with very little by 
way of postal history. But what a collection! On 15th September last, Fellows and Members of the 
RPSL were treated to a display of Virgin Islands, Dominica and St. Vincent. The present Keeper of 
the Queen’s Collection, Michael Sefi says that while the Virgin Islands were last displayed at the 
Royal in 1966 and St. Vincent was last shown in 1934, Dominica has never been shown there 
before. We were obviously in for a treat and I will attempt to describe as much of it as I can. 
The book published in 1952 and written by Sir John Wilson, the then Keeper of the Queen’s 
Collection, lists all items that were in the Collection. However, there have been many acquisitions 
since, particularly from the sale of the De La Rue Archives in the late seventies. It is very difficult to 
describe this Collection without overusing superlatives. Needless to say, there are sets of all issues 
in abundance, but I will try to mention the exceptional items. 
The Virgin Islands began with proofs of the Waterlow dies of the 1866 1d and 6d, prepared for 
Nissen and Parker, proofs both on white wove paper and white card in various colours. As well as 
this, there were displayed complete sheets of 25 of the 1d, 4d and the 6d. The 1d was normally 
perforated 12; however there was also an unused copy perforated 15x12 displayed. There followed 
proofs of the 1s with the double-lined frame on white, toned and blued paper, one of which was 
without the ’Virgin’. Whether this is an issued error, a proof or printer’s waste is a question, 
arguments over which rage to this day! The 1s with the coloured border was shown in a sheet of 
20, stamp No. 11 displaying the error of the long tail to the second �S’ of �ISLANDS’; also a 
complete sheet of the 1s with the single frame line was there with the same error on stamp No. 11. 
In 1879, the contract for the production of Virgin Islands stamps was handed over to De La Rue 
and they commenced by producing a 1d using the Nissen and Parker plates and subsequently 
went over to the much-used keyplate design, both on paper watermarked Crown CC. However, 
they soon went back to the older designs. The first of these De La Rue issues was represented by 
a sheet of 24 of the 1d green (4 rows of 6). Plate blocks of the 1883 ‰d (Plates 1 & 2), 1d (Plate 1) 
and 2‰d (Plates 1 & 2) were shown. The 1887 litho-printed stamps had a sheet of 24 of the 1d 
(4x6 again) and one of 24 of the 4d (3 rows of 8). There were proofs of the 1s in carmine, brown 
and yellow, together with 2 sheets of 24 (3x8) in brown and dark brown. The 4d on 1s surcharge 
was made all the more interesting with the inclusion of a double overprint. The 1899 issue in a new 
design included 6 colour trials of the ‰d together with the 2 well-known varieties of the 
�HALFPFNNY� and �HA(reversed L)FPENNY’. The KEVII keyplate set was shown with Plate pairs 
and specimens. The KGV keyplate set had plate blocks of the ‰d (Plates 1, 6 & 8), the 1d (Plates 
1, 5 & 6), 2d and 2‰d (Plate 1), these with the Mult Crown CA watermark; also represented were 
the Script CA issue with Plate 10 blocks of both the ‰d and 1d. Plate blocks of the War Stamp 
issue were also there. 
The new 1922 KGV issue showed one of the later acquisitions with a brilliant essay in brown and 
turquoise of the 2‰d mounted on card (106x85mm), annotated at top right �1st Febr. 21.’ and at 
bottom left �Dupl.’. Plate 1 blocks of 4 of the set of 4 were shown. The Script CA set were shown in 
detail with specimens of all the values. Later omnibus issues were displayed with, of particular 
interest, Waterlows unadopted hand-drawn designs for the Coronation issue of 1937, as well as 
colour trials for the adopted design. 
Next came Dominica, the display beginning with essays of an unadopted design not dissimilar to 
the St. Lucia 1860 issue. The first 1874 issue of the Victorian keyplate design were represented by 
essays, die proofs, blocks and specimens; this included a variety not listed, a malformed �S’ on the 
6d. The 1877-79 issue included a vertical bisect of the 1d on piece as well as the 4d with the 
malformed �CE’. The red surcharged ‰d was there in a vertical strip of 10 unsevered pairs. Both 
1886 provisionals, ‰d on 6d and 1d on 1s, were shown in complete settings with Current No. 1. 
Also displayed were the 1d on 6d error with the thin bar used as well as the double surcharge of 
the 1d on 1s unused. The 1887 1d was shown with another unlisted variety a large �O’ in the �ONE’ 
of �ONE PENNY’; there were also examples of the 1d, 6d and 1s stamps overprinted �REVENUE’ 
being used postally. 
The next delight came in the form of an essay of the 1923 3d (stamp-sized) in blue and olive on 
card (87x112mm), marked in manuscript �28th June 1922’ in the top right corner and �Dupl, Border 
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green, Medals blue in Design’ in the bottom left. The surprising thing about this essay is that the 
King’s Head was on the left with the Seal of Dominica on the right, the exact opposite to the issued 
design. Accompanying this was another essay at, I would say, a quarter size of the stamp in bright 
blue and sepia of the adopted design with the head on the right and the ship medallion on the left. 
It had in m/s �Duplicate + 4-1-26’ with the �4’ crossed out in pencil and the figure �7’ in its place. 
St. Vincent began with the Perkins Bacon essays and proofs of the 4d, 6d and 1s of 1861. The 
frame containing the 1881 provisional issue included the ‰d on half 6d with the fraction bar omitted 
The 1882 set printed by De La Rue from the original Perkins, Bacon plates were represented by a 
block of 4 of the 1d and the 2‰d on 1d lake, as well as a corner marginal block of 4 of the 4d. The 
1885 provisional 1d on 2‰d on 1d was shown with three obliterating bars, a stamp considered by 
Gibbons to be a proof. On the next frame there appeared a cover franked with no less than three of 
the Crown CA 5s! 
The 1892 provisional 5d on 4d appeared in a block of 6 with the double �EN’ adjacent to the bottom 
margin. The Queen Victoria keyplate issue was present with the ‰d in a corner marginal block of 4 
(Plate 1) and the 2‰d (Plate 3). Jumping to the later issues, there were three fine essays, the first 
of which was the ’Pax et Justitia’ issue. This was of the 5s value in deep green and red-brown 
marked �C’ at the top left and �Febr. 21st 12’ at the top right on card (110x80mm). Unseen by those 
present but mentioned in a caption, on the rear in manuscript was written �CA56/192 APPD 
MARCH 30 1912 BY ADMINISTRATOR’. This was followed by a similar essay of the 3d definitive 
in green of the issue of the King George V head; the top left showed the letter �A’, the top right read 
�Febr. 21st 12’ and, �ADMINISTRATOR FOR VALUES UP TO 1/- ON MARCH 30 1912’ was 
apparently on the back in manuscript. This was also on card (110x80mm). Lastly shown, was an 
essay of an unadopted King’s Head design on the same size of card, marked �B’ at top left and 
�Febr. 21st 12’ at top right with, we were told, in m/s on the reverse �CA56/192 REJECTED 897’. 
I have not attempted to list everything on show but to highlight those unusual items of interest; 
nevertheless, this was a most interesting display especially for those who collected these colonies 
and I have only scratched the surface of what was on offer. Many members of the BWISC were 
present; perhaps it had something to do with the fact that STAMPEX was on at the same time. I 
only wish that we were able to illustrate the rarer items, but I think that this would have pushed our 
luck perhaps too far! It certainly showed one of the benefits of being a member of that august body 
Royal Philatelic Society, London. 
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CONVENTION INFORMAL DISPLAYS 
BAHAMAS CENSORED MAIL & JAMAICA BARRINGTON SMITH BY DEREK LILLEY 

Derek�s display included a �V� for Victory label to Dominican republic and a copy of �OPENED BY 
CENSOR� over brown paper strip with m/a �1� in red pencil (seen by Roses but details not 
previously recorded), UK PC 90 label used in Bahamas with small �G� handstamp & cover CL 3 
with m/s G/504. 
A Range of Barrington Smith covers with wide range of adverts etc. and range of WWII �Dam the 
Submarines� etc and on cover with advert for Tropical Novelties. 
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A SELECTION OF WAR TAX OVERPRINTS, STAMPS AND USAGES BY JOHN DAVIS 
In addition to the items illustrated below, John displayed: 
A British Guiana cover to Chicago; A Montserrat Lady Drake Paquebot cover �Mailed on the High 
Seas� and Turks & Caicos Islands blocks with rare overprint varieties (block of 12 with double, one 
inverted illustrated on front cover). 

 

From the Madagascar archive: Dominica 

 

 

From the Madagascar archive: The St. Lucia local overprint without �SPECIMEN� 
 

4 sheets of Jamaica with progressive double overprint study, varieties and covers. 

  
  

‰d Ovpt. Inverted 1‰d Ovpt Double Stop inserted & P impressed 2nd time 3d sideways 
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Trinidad & Tobago 1d in mint block of 16 with overprint omitted on lower left vertical pair, caused 
by folding back of corner stamp and resulting in an inverted overprint on the reverse  

 
Barbados imperf proofs 

 

 
Reverse 

 

 

St. Kitts 1½d orange used block of 18 cancelled 26 July 1918 (earlier than SG August date) 
 


