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The Display in the Frames

FRAME 1 TRIAL BANK NOTES AND TRADE SAMPLES
Note the trial bank note with the portraits of Queen Victoria and Prince Albert.  This 
engraving of The Queen in her coronation robes was used for the design of the 1853 1d 
of Nova Scotia and the first issues of New Zealand from 1855.

FRAMES 2 TO 3 BANK NOTES AND CHEQUES FOR PRIVATE BANKS
Those proof cheques that exist come from the sale of a number of these by The Royal 
Philatelic Society London in the early 1970s.

FRAME 4 THE PERKINS PROCESS-SAMPLE DESIGNS
There are large numbers of sample designs of Perkins, Bacon, some of which are later 
reprints.  They show stock head and background dies from which designs were built up.

The idea of an American company being appointed as printers of Bank of England bank notes 
seems far-fetched.  During the Napoleonic Wars, which only ended in 1815, the Americans 
had supported the French and the American War of Independence was still a memory.  It was 
also unfortunate for Perkins, Bacon that one of the committee who were asked to examine 
and recommend methods for greater security was Sir William Congreve, who himself had a 
rival system which was eventually adopted for the printing of revenue stamps, including on the 
reverse side of bank notes.  Jacob Perkins and his companions did not succeed in this particu-
lar objective, despite producing some very fine specimen notes inscribed “Bank of England” to 
show the quality of their workmanship.  These trial notes are most interesting both historically 
and as fine examples of siderographic printing.  The Congreve process was largely abandoned 
in 1826 due to its cumbersome nature and the ease with which it could be forged.

Perkins, Bacon became significant as printers of bank notes for British provincial banks and 
for various colonial and foreign banks.  The first quarter of the 19th century saw a proliferation 
of provincial banks in the United Kingdom, many of which issued their own notes.  There 
were perennial problems with loss of confidence and many banks failed, including over 90 in 
the crisis of 1826, when even the Bank of England was under pressure as people cashed in 
their notes in favour of coin.

Dated 18th March 1856 - Specimen bank note showing the “Coronation Robes” portrait of Queen Victoria
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FRAMES 5 TO 7 BRITISH POSTAGE STAMPS- 1840 TO 1850S
The background design used for the 1d Black and most other early line engraved stamps 
of Great Britain pre-dates the issue of postage stamps by many years.  It is quite likely that 
the plate was in fact engraved in America in about 1819. The early line engraved stamps 
of Great Britain are not generally rare but it is a challenge to obtain them with good mar-
gins and attractively postmarked.

FRAMES 8 TO 9 EARLY BRITISH REVENUE STAMPS- 1828 TO 1860S
Perkins, Bacon had been given the contract to print the Duty Ace of Spades in 1828.
When, on 1st September 1862, the duty was removed from the Ace and was charged on 
the wrapper alone, they produced designs for the new wrapper.  The first design mock-
ups and other progress proofs are shown.  When, in 1844, Perkins, Bacon won the con-
tract to print the Paper Duty labels they took over three of the Congreve printing presses.

The successful business of Perkins, Bacon as bank note printers and the security afforded by 
their siderographic process made them a prime candidate to print the new postage stamps in 
1840.  The Treasury Competition of 1839 saw many hundreds of submissions offering ideas 
for new methods for paying postage.  Perkins, Bacon did not even make a submission to the 
competition, but by early in the new year of 1840 they were well advanced in planning and 
working with Rowland Hill towards the production of the first postage stamps.

Perkins, Bacon were not unknown to the Inland Revenue and Stamp Office since they had 
printed the Duty Ace for playing cards since June 1828.  They also took over certain Congreve 
printing machines in 1844 when the contract for printing the large Paper Duty labels was 
transferred to them and continued until the duty was repealed from 1st October 1861.

1856 - Paper Duty label - Printed in black and green for use in Ireland
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FRAMES 10 TO 16 THE EARLY OVERSEAS CONTRACTS- FOREIGN & COLONIAL
The stamps of the Pacific Steam Navigation Co. and their reprints are considered by 
many to be one of the most attractive stamps printed by Perkins, Bacon.  The first small 
Britannia design stamps of Trinidad, Mauritius and Barbados were printed in sheets of 
110 (R10 x 11).

The Perkins, Bacon Archives, acquired by The Royal Philatelic Society London in 1935, iden-
tify that the company received an enquiry during 1842 from Brazil, the second country in the 
world to issue stamps, asking them to quote for their production.  Prior to this, Perkins, Bacon 
had produced bank notes for Brazil but there is no indication that they ever fulfilled a postage 

stamp order.  The design of the Bulls Eyes might be taken to be the work of 
Perkins, Bacon but the plates were in fact produced and printed from lo-
cally.

The first overseas contract for the printing of stamps received by Perkins, 
Bacon was for the stamps of the Pacific Steam Navigation Company, which 
went on to be used in 1858 as the forerunners of the official, government 
issued stamps of Peru.  The dies for the two values were completed in late 

September 1847 and the first delivery was invoiced on 16th November 1847.

The first British Colonies to issue stamps were Mauritius and Trinidad.  Their first stamps 
were printed locally, although they also ordered stamps from Perkins, Bacon through their 
London agent.  The initial delivery was received by the London agent on 21st December 1848.
The Mauritius die had been the first to be made, with the Trinidad die being made via a trans-
fer roller impression from the same master die.  A series of progressive proofs was in the Sir 
John Marriott collection of Trinidad that would probably be more appropriate as the introduc-
tion to a collection of Mauritius (although they are listed under Barbados in The Perkins, Bacon 
Recordsby Percy de Worms).  Trinidad issued its first stamps in August 1851 but, mysteriously, 
Mauritius continued to use their locally printed stamps for a number of years and the Britan-
nias, whilst being gazetted for issue from April 1854, were not actually available for use until 
March 1858, some ten years after their arrival on the island.

Many of the earliest issues had no values included within the design and relied on colour to 
distinguish the price that they should be sold for.  This caused complications, both within the 
Colonies due to confusion over which colour was intended for what value, and internally for 

Perkins, Bacon itself.

The stamps of Mauritius are a catalogue of disasters, 
with Perkins, Bacon delivering wrong numbers of the 
wrong colours on more than one occasion.  Trinidad 
had similar complaints but more or less ignored col-
our and initially used any number of different colours 
as 1d stamps.  The solution was of course to include 
the values within the design and this was done for 
most plates made after late 1858.

Pacific Steam 
Navigation Co. 
November 1847

Mauritius & 
Trinidad

December
1848
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FRAMES 10 TO 16 THE EARLY OVERSEAS CONTRACTS- FOREIGN & COLONIAL
The designs of the stamps for all three of the North American Colonies whose stamps 
were printed by Perkins, Bacon have similar designs for many values.  Note the original 
die proofs of Newfoundland and the 5/- coin design large die proof of New South Wales.

The North American Colonies of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia ordered postage stamps 
from Perkins, Bacon in the summer of 1851 and the three high values were of a similar basic 
design.  This design was again used on certain values when, in 1856, Newfoundland ordered 
its first stamps.  The 1d value of Nova Scotia (issued in 1853) used the Coronation Robes por-
trait of Queen Victoria after the painting by A. E. Chalon, which had previously been used on 
sample bank notes and issued notes for banks in both North America and Australia.

The plates for New Brunswick and Nova Scotia were sent to the Colony but were never 
printed from in the Colony other than in 1895, when 5 sheets of each value were reprinted.

The famous Cape of Good Hope triangular stamps stand as a tribute to the craftsmanship of 
Perkins, Bacon but also to their impracticality when considering matters such as perforation.

The first Australian Colony to order
plates from Perkins, Bacon was New
South Wales, although no issued
stamps were ever printed in London
from any of the New South Wales
plates.

1851
Plate proof

Few 3d known

? Date
Colour proof

Unrecorded by Pratt

1853
Perkins, Bacon on 

white paper

1860
Die proof on India paper

Designer Edward Corbould
engraved by Frederick Heath

1863
De La Rue

1890 reprint from the original plate
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Essays for the 1860 Customs Bill of Lading stamp using the Postage Head Die II
Ex Robson Lowe Collection

Essays of Perkins, Bacon Revenue Stamps

Final Approved design of the Customs Bill 
of Lading stamp - signed by Ormond Hill

Ex Robson Lowe Collection

Partly hand drawn essays for the Life Policy issue of 1853 using the Postage Head Die I
Ex Marcus Samuel Collection
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FRAMES 17 TO 20 BRITISH REVENUE STAMPS- 1853 TO 1890S
The essays for the Customs Bill of Lading stamps were last shown at The Royal as part of 
a display by the Revenue Society of Great Britain (February 1993) when they were in the 
Robson Lowe collection.  Perkins, Bacon die proofs in colour are very unusual and 
the one shown is signed and dated by Ormond Hill.  Due to their large size, the Life Pol-
icy stamps are difficult to find in good, four margined condition.  The attractive essays 
emanate from the collection of the late Marcus Samuel.

The larger sized revenue stamps printed by Perkins, Bacon provide some of the most spectacu-
lar designs among the whole range of postage and revenue stamps. 

The Perkins, Bacon essays have an interesting history.  Unlike the designs of De La Rue, 
where many essays became available to the philatelic market when the company records were 
sold in the 1970s, such essays are rare for stamps produced by Perkins, Bacon.  A group of 
original drawings and designs for the early stamps of a number of countries was found in a 
drawer in the Perkins, Bacon office in December 1934.  The Colonial ones, other than those 
for Bahamas, were presented to King George V and now grace The Royal Philatelic Collec-
tion.  The Bahamas essays were presented to Louis Bradbury, who had already identified that 
his collection of Bahamas was to be donated to The Royal Philatelic Society London and these 
essays would therefore not be sold.  The remaining essays, relating to various foreign countries 
and to various revenue issues in which the King was not interested were sold.  The ones shown 
have come from this source.

1855 - die II - Blued paper
wmk. Large Cabled Anchor

1853 - die I
wmk. Small Cabled Anchor

1872 - die II - Line perf. 12½
wmk. 18mm Anchor
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FRAMES 17 TO 20 BRITISH REVENUE STAMPS- 1853 TO 1890S
The colour trials for the Mayor’s Court and the Guildhall Consultation Fee all emanate 
from the Marcus Samuel collection and are mostly the only known examples.  They date 
from the end of the nineteenth century and the reason for them is not known.  The Peter 
Langmead collection in The British Library contains complete proof sheets of 16 of
each value of the Electric Telegraph Company stamps with the exception of the “20 
words and under 100 miles” value, where it contains only a half sheet.  The half sheet 
shown is probably the missing block.

A long surviving Perkins, Bacon contract was for the various local court fee stamps used at the 
Guildhall in the City of London.  Fees charged and fines imposed were met by adhesive 
stamps from 1869 until the 1930s.  The Mayor’s Court stamps were issued in a wide variety of 
values.  The Guildhall Consultation Fee was used for a short period only and paid the fee for 
the hire of a private room at the Guildhall for consultation purposes.

1892
Die proof 

or colour trial

Circa 1900
Reprint colour trial

Line perf. 12½

Circa 1900
Reprint colour trial

Line perf. 12½

1853
Plate proof on card
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FRAMES 21 TO 24 LARGE COLONIALS - LARGE STAR WATERMARKED PAPER- 1854 ONWARDS
The Chalon head shows up particularly well in the larger Tasmania stamps.  The first 
local printings of New Zealand by Richardson have distinctive colours when compared 
with most later printings by Davies.  The small provisional printing by Davies on pelure 
paper is rare.  Ceylon provides a wonderful array of colours, with no less than 11 differ-
ent values in two different designs.

During 1853, Perkins, Bacon received three requisitions for postage stamps from Edward Bar-
nard, the Agent-General for the Crown Colonies.  These were for Van Diemens Land (the 
spelling adopted by Perkins, Bacon), Victoria and South Australia.  The adopted designs were 
the same width but slightly taller than the British stamps.  The requisition required water-

marked paper to be used and this led Perkins, Bacon to instruct Mrs. 
Wise of Rush Mills, Northampton to make the Large Star paper.
The plates for all three Colonies were 240 set in 20 rows of 12
stamps.

The order was for the plates, inks, watermarked paper and other 
equipment to be delivered to each Colony.  Victoria never used the 

plates for locally printed stamps, although both Tasmania (Van Diemens Land) and South 
Australia used certain of the plates up to the end of the century.

The stamps of New Zealand (1855), St. Helena (1856) and Ceylon (1857) were all the larger 
size stamps and again were printed on the Large Star paper.  New Zealand had ordered that 
the plates be delivered to Auckland and all subsequent issues were printed in the Colony.

1854 Plate proof on card

1854 Die proof on 
India paper

1854 London printing - wmk. Large Star

Wmk. Large Star

2d - Plate II
wmk. Large Star

Davies perforated period
Variety imperforate prior 
to damage to the plate

Circa December 1865

1856 1854 1859 1859



16

FRAMES 25 TO 35 SMALL COLONIALS - SMALL STAR WATERMARKED PAPER- 1860 ONWARDS
The range of bright colours in the issues of Queensland shows off the Chalon portrait 
well; in contrast to the duller colours of many of the other Colonies.  The exception to 
this is St. Vincent who, from their first order, required that their stamps be in striking 
colours. Over the more than 20 years of the Perkins, Bacon contract for St. Vincent there 
is an astonishing array of different colours used.

The Colonial Secretary’s Office, Brisbane in a letter dated 1st February 1860 instructed their 
London Agents, F. Mangles & Co., to arrange for the production of postage stamps for Queen-
sland.  The specific instructions were that the design should use the same portrait of the 
Queen as that used on the stamps of Tasmania and that the colours should match those used 
for the stamps of Great Britain.

Mangles & Co determined that the stamps should be perforated.  Perkins, Bacon at that time 
had always struggled with perforating and were only to take possession of their first effective 

perforating machine in the summer of 1860.  It was this requirement 
that they be perforated that seems to have decided the size of the fi-
nal stamps.  They were the same size as the stamps of Great Britain 
and in the same 240 sheet size in 20 rows of 12 stamps.  This re-
quired a new colonial paper.  The paper, watermarked with a Small 
Star (sometimes referred to as the Queensland paper), was ordered 
but did not arrive in time for the first printings, which were conse-
quently made on the larger sheet size of the Large Star paper.

The first issues of Queensland are therefore particularly interesting, 
being the last Perkins, Bacon stamp issued imperforate and among 
the very first stamps to be perforated by Perkins, Bacon.

The Small Star paper became the standard paper for most of the Perkins, Bacon Colonial is-
sues until they lost the last early contract, that for St. Vincent, in February 1882.

Die proof on India paper
Scalloped corners were cut 

on the transfer roller

1860 - wmk. Large Star - Line perf. 14-16
The first delivery of 1d, 2d and 6d values had a mixture of imperforate and perforated stamps

1861 - Row 1 Stamp 4 shows a re-entry - best seen in the country name


