
(Albert) Edgar Tripp  

11 September 1847 to 4 November 1921 

Merchant, businessman and Champion 

for Trinidad in the 1800’s 

Edgar Tripp is described, by Sir C.C. Knollys 

K.C.M.G. (Acting Governor of Trinidad) in the 

“Souvenir Album of the Centenary of Trinidad 1797 – 

1897”, as the “able and energetic secretary (of the 

Centenary Committee) who infused it with energy and 

enthusiasm”. Tripp was a key person in Trinidad in 

the 1800’s. This presentation describes his life and 

many activities.  

Tripp was at true visionary, and a fortune seeker. 

Born in Bexley Heath, Kent I on 11 September 1847 

to Steven Tripp and Emily Ann Tucker; Edgar Tripp 

initially trained as a Merchant’s Clerk with W.S. Tuck-

er & Co. He arrived in Trinidad from England in the 

early 1870s and took up employment as a bookkeep-

er and estate manager.  

In 1876 he married Amelia the daughter of the 

wealthy William Sanger Tucker, owner of La Cuesa 

Estate and Macqueripe Bay, but she died shortly   af-

terwards, in childbirth, aged only 23 in 1879. 

Bright be the place of thy soul; 

No lovelier spirit than thine 

E’er brush from its mortal control 

In the Orbs of the blessed to shine  

(Inscription on Amelia Tucker/Tripp’s tomb) 



Amelia’s tomb may still be seen in the churchyard of the ruined St. Chad's Chapel in the 

Valley; which Tripp helped to establish. They had a daughter, Milly (b.1877) and there is 

a postcard Tripp sent to Milly on 10 November 1898 about postage costs and singing 

lessons. Milly appears on the 1891 UK Census, living with her sisters and Grandmother 

in London. Edgar subsequently married Emma Petronella Graham (ne Perez), a widow, 

in 1880, as per the below wedding certificate. 

 





 
Tripp was, by 1906, Consul for Sweden and Norway, the Commercial Agency for the 

Government of Canada for Trinidad and Tobago and operating in partnership with many 

other organisations—as per the below advertisement. Communications from Tripp’s busi-

ness were always clearly marked with the ‘Edgar Tripp,& Co, Merchants, Trinidad’ hand-

stamp, sometimes even on postage stamps: 

 

Pictures of covers cour-
tesy of  

Nigel Mohammed 







Tripp thought the calm waters of Chaguaramas Bay were a fine deep-water harbour. He 

petitioned governors to establish a facility there and began plans for the extension of a 

railway line to the area. Tripp’s idea fell on deaf ears, so in 1900, he formed a company 

and established an innovative floating dock at the entrance to Tucker Valley for the      

careening of vessels. It was constructed in England with backing from Ellis Grell and 

hauled to Trinidad in 1907. The dock moved under its own steam-engine power. It    

comprised a main hull and a pontoon which could be enclosed by mitre-lock gates,   

forming a drydock wherein ships could be serviced. De-fouling and re-sheathing of hulls 

as well as patching could be done. Sadly, not many boats used the facility, preferring in-

stead to go down to the POS docks where neither deep -water harbour nor dry dock    

existed.  
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Edgar Tripp’s efforts as Honorary Secretary of the 1897 Trinidad Centenary          

Celebrations are worthy of special mention. He brought all of his organisational skills 

to the arrangements, and published a ‘ Souvenir Album’. 

Centenary Medals were also sold to mark the event. 

The Colonies and India Paper in January 1898  







Edgar Tripp was Secretary of Trinidad’s Agricultural Society for twenty-five years; he 

was the Honorary Vice President at the time of his death. This Society represented the 

interests of the Plantation owners and other agriculturalists of the island. It shared       

information about methods and disease, discussed problems such as labour shortages, 

and it lobbied Government about issues such as sugar prices. Following Tripp’s passing 

a resolution of sympathy was discussed and supported by members of the Society. It 

stated: “The loss to the Colony is great and that to the Agricultural Society still great-

er…”.  (Port of Spain Gazette 6 November, 1921). 

A  Mr. Wyatt, one of the members, who had himself been invited to join the society by 

Tripp fifteen years previously, said he wished to express appreciation on behalf of the 

peasant people: “...the deceased was a true man. He was not activated by any feeling of 

prejudice, racial or otherwise. He was always willing to do anything for the peasant peo-

ple of this colony”. (‘Peasant people’ would be a reference to freed slaves on the island) 

Tripp remained active throughout his life. In June 1919, aged 68, he travelled from Port 

of Spain to New York on business and he visited Canada in 1920 ...on “Business of a 

Canadian Agent”. On 2 November 1921 the Port of Spain Gazette reported that Edgar 

Tripp had suddenly become seriously ill. He died on the following day, and was buried 

on 4 November. 



Edgar Tripp’s funeral was a grand affair. His body was transported to All Saints Church, 

where a choral service was attended by Counsel Representatives for Panama and Peru, 

Portugal, Spain, the Argentine Republic, Mexico, Italy, the Netherlands, France, Sweden, 

Brazil, The United States of America, Cuba, and Columbia. Also present were Tripp’s 

three daughters and their families, Mr. T. Tucker, and other notiaries such as the Hon. A. 

Cipriani, Commander  Oldershaw RNR, Lieut. Col. Johnstone, Hon. W.C. Huggard and 

Hon. D. Slyne. Three “Victorias” carried the many wreaths, and there were large numbers 

of mourners. There were floral tributes from many of the societies and organisations that 

Tripp had been associated with: the Management Committee of the Queens Park Club, 

the Fire Association of Trinidad, the Trinidad Turf Club, The Agricultural Society, the   

Trinidad Trading Company, the Consular Body of Trinidad, plus others. 

Edgar Tripp’s obituary described him as a ”hard and indefatigable worker” with a “gift of 

organization”. “of high intellectual ability” and “a keen and ready debater”. 

The body was Interred with Masonic rites by the Royal Prince of Wales Lodge in 

Lapeyrouse Cemetery. However, there was an interesting development a few days later: 

Few people, visiting the  ruins of St Chad’s Chapel, and viewing the grave of Amelia, 

Edgar Tripp’s first wife, will realise that the husband she pre-deceased by   forty-two 

years lies beside his beloved wife. The 100th anniversary of Tripp’s death falls on 3 No-

vember, this year. Wouldn’t it be fitting if Trinidad and Tobago’s Chamber of Com-

merce...or the Masonic Community saw fit to erect a memorial stone to a man who did 

so much for the island? 


