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DISPLAY

The Autumn meeting of the Study Circle commence@ ptm. on Saturday, 18th
September, 1971, and twelve members attended.

Mr. E. V. Toeg welcomed those attending and thenesof the members present
produced "nine pages" as follows:-

Mr. S. Goldblatt. Displayed "Odds and Ends" comaieg with the Bahamas,
mailbag seal and type 7 strike for Crooked Island@hen items from British Guiana
illustrating Demarari stamp cancelling Postal 8tary and steamer cancellations.
These were followed by a modern British Honduragecavith an unusual datestamp
and a registered cover from the Leeward Islandk tié "Sexagenary 1897" stamps.
After showing a manuscript cancellation superimplobg a postal cancellation from
St. Lucia, there was an example of a "Ship Lets#érike from St. Vincent and then a
very clear strike of Trinidad mark "T.25" (a marktrthought to have been allocated)
and finally some examples of Turks Island Statigner

Mr. A. Latham. The first 9 sheets illustrated tlaious markings used by "Spanish
Town" Jamaica on pre-adhesive covers. A furtheeslshowed the %d marking on
Great Britain and Jamaica stamps.

Mr. B. Benwell. First, a study of 6 sheets tostate the first circular datestamps
used in Barbados, some used with barred oblitexatofhere were examples from
Christchurch, St. Joseph, St. John, St. AndrewsSinBeter. A final sheet illustrated
a photocopy of G.P.O. records showing a Barbadiweslar datestamp together with a
used example differing by the inclusion of a sixnore on its side (used February 23rd,
1846).

Mr. L. E. Britnor. An unusual exhibit consistin§ @pies of contracts between the
Postmaster General and Steamship Companies focaimeeyance of mails. These
contracts contained interesting details such asitlehs of such expressions as "mail,"
“itineraries," "schedules," "penalties for delagtt.

Mr. E. V. Toeg. This was a display of "off beatatarial including Fiscal stamps of
the last century of differing values from 1d to -16h paper watermarked Crown CC
and Crown CA and including one or two examplesis€&ls cancelled by favour. Then
came examples of forged one penny and six pencerQuitoria stamps with bogus
postmarks - the forged stamps being crudely lithpbed and cancelled with a bogus
dot canceller. Finally a genuine one penny veaonilvith clipped off perforations and
with a forged "specimen" overprint.

Mr. J. T. Gilmore. Showed "On Service" envelopesnt Barbados, some with
Official Paid handstamps and others with regisgratiranch handstamps instead of the
Official Paid handstamp. Also displayed was an edanof the use of the circulation
branch handstamp instead of the Official Paid hiamag.

Members attending the next Midweek meeting at 6. pmThursday, 6th January.
1972, are requested to bring nine pages from twdiections and any visitors will be
very welcome.
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NOTES AND QUERIES

ANTIGUA

I have been fortunate in acquiring recently two-adéesive entires which, after
making a number of enquiries, appear to be théesaknown items from the island.

The first entire is dated 5th October, 1693, and watten by Walter Quarme to
William Moore, a merchant, in London and was cafper Capt. Froye, Q.D.C., and
has a Bishop mark dated DE/13 which was applielandon. This entire is in a
remarkably fine state of preservation consideria@ge.

The second entire is dated 4th October, 1694, aasl written by Law Crabb to
George Moore, merchant, at postern key nearby @sstmuse in City of London.

This was carried per Capt. Egerton, Q.D.C., andah&shop mark dated FE/13
which was applied in London. The entire is in vgopd condition for its age.

At the time these missives were written, and fonyngears after, it was customary
for a letter which was to be carried by privatgpsioi have the name of the ship carrying
it or the name of the ship's Captain endorsed erfrtmt of the entire.

Captain Froye and Captain Egerton would have deld/¢hese letters to the Post
Office agent at the first port of call in Englanddaeach in return would have been
given the ship master's one penny for carrying delivering the letter safely to these
shores.

The entires would then have been brought to Loradmhwere assessed and marked
in manuscript with a mileage charge. In the calséhese two entires, the mileage
charge, which would be paid by the recipient of ksters, would be based on the
distance between the port of entry and London.

The letters "Q.D.C." on each of the two entiresenan abbreviation for the Latin
phrase "Quem deus conservet,” meaning when tradslavhom God preserve," this
being a reference to the ship's captain.

The Bishop mark was applied on an entire when i$ Wweought to London for
assessment and marking of the mileage charge tierpart of entry to its destination
in England. The Bishop mark in its different forfmad a very long life lasting from
1661 to 1787 and was invented by Henry Bishop,Réaener of the Posts. The mark
consisted of a circle with a line bisecting it lzomntally and above the line were two
letters, being the abbreviation letters for the thpand below the line was the day of
the month in figures.

E. V. Toeg

BAHAMAS

Crooked Island, on the authority of Ludington arayRond, closed in about 1842,
and re-opened as Colonel Hill by about July, 1914,

It now emerges that when the office came to lifaimagit was still Crooked Island:
for a datestamp has come to light, of Type 7, dattgring.
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It would be gratifying to record the date, but tbéild only be guesswork, since the
canceller bounced at a critical point. One caml tb& first part readily as 12 Mar or
May. The year might be 03, 05, 06, 08, 09 or nointhese. The adhesive, though, is
S.G.60, which fits in well with the inference thhé original office enjoyed a short new
lease of life under its old name in the early parithis century, before being re-
constituted as Colonel Hill.

Smon Goldblatt

BRITISH WEST INDIES

POST OFFICES

Fairly basic facts such as the names of the pdgtesfon the islands, are all too
seldom published, and these are very hard to fim fother sources.

It is a little out of my field, but may | endeavatorstimulate some research.

There follows a list of the number of post offices most of the islands: the
information is culled from a local gazetteer, ahdws the position in about 1968. No
figures are available for the Bahamas, Caymandsla8t. Lucia, or Turks and Caicos,
though of course the first two are well documentédpugh the respective labours of
Messrs Gisburn, Ludington and Raymond, and ouredagrand the late Mr. Aguilar.

Antigua 14 offices (includes Barbuda)

Barbados 14 offices

Bermuda 13 offices

British Honduras 37 offices

Dominica 55 offices (includes 22 agesti

Grenada 41 offices

Guyana 144 offices (includes &ferecies and 15 mobile or travelling
offices or agencies).

Jamaica 774 offices (includes 465 agsnand subagencies).

Montserrat 8 offices

St. Kitts-Nevis 7 offices (includes independent Anguilla).

St. Vincent 38 offices

Tobago 29 offices (includes 24 agencies).

Trinidad 191 offices (includes 135 agencies).

Virgin Islands 10 offices - but try to find them!

| suspect that the figure for Antigua is too lowowid it include such small offices
as Dow Hill?

Leaving out two simple and two very difficult lisgis, let me have a shot at
Grenada. | have fairly contemporary examples ohed the following:

St. George's  (G.P.O.)

Gouyave (formerly district "A")
Victoria (formerly district "B")
Sauteurs (previously St. Patrick's, formeibtritt "C")
Grenville (formerly district "D")
St. David's (formerly district "E")
Carriacou (formerly district "F")
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BRITISH WEST INDIES (Cont.)

Belmont Belvedere Birch Grove
Byelands Chantimelle Concord
Corinth Crochu Florida

Grand Anse Grand Roy Happy Hill
Hermitage Hope La Digue

La Taste Morne Fendue Morne Jaloux
Mt. Morne Mt. Pleasant P.O. Munich

New Hampshire Paraclete Petit Martinique
Piedmontagnes Post Royal St. Paul's
P.O Snug Corner Templ. (presumably Union Temple)

Tivoli Union Woburn

In former times | gather that there were officesDatver, Dunferniline and Mt.
Rose. Are the missing two amongst these?
The Montserrat offices are familiar:

Plymouth (G.P.O.) Bethel Cudjoe Head
Harris St. John's St. Patrick's
St. Peter's Salem

To these must now be added Cork Hill and Dyers.

From the figures for St. Kitts-Nevis, the 5 officem St. Kitts are operating, but
Gingerland (Nevis) would have closed down. Is #tsurate?

My list for St. Vincent would not be quite full emgh, but surely some members
can do this island and the following two?

Finally. Virgin Islands. The 10 offices are, regdily :

Tortola West End Virgin Gorda
Anegada Cane Garden Bay Carrot Bay
East End Jost Van Dyke Long Look

North Sound (Virgin Gorda)

The first three offices are fully operational, aducse, and the fourth should be
intermittently used nowadays, but has anybody eesm cancellations for the last six?
There was, however, a Royal Engineers F.P.O. orf B#&nd from about 1966
onwards, while the airfield was being enlargedo not know the number of it.

Smon Goldblatt

DOMINICA

On examining my limited collection of Dominica postrks the following may
interest Mr. Goldblatt:

WESLEY. | have on pieces clear strikes

A. S.G.1205 AU 52:

B On S.G.141 & 149 JA 8 (year missing)
ST. JOSEPH. | have on cover with S.G.160 21 JY 58.

On piece S.G.99 date obscure; S.G.103 NO 43: 2.8®11 35.
LAPLAINE. S.G.71 JY 9 27.

P..J. Hawkins
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GRENADA

I have in my collection coil joined pairs of Gremad5.G.112, and 136a. | also
know of the existence of S.G.153a, 153ba, and I86ail form. | realise that the coils
were made by joining up the strips from individeheets.

The existence of these stamps indicates that atimwending machines must have
been in use, either generally or as experimentsveder, no information concerning
these devices seems to be readily available. @gona help with the story of these
machines?

J. A.Cronin

JAMAICA

JAMAICA BISHOP MARK

Regarding Mr. Willcock's article reproduced in Eaih, Number 70, | think the
time of transit of six weeks from New York to Jaoaivas quite reasonable by private
ship in 1799.

A direct voyage without any stops would be mucls ldsely than one which called
at some eastern seabord port for cargo and pedtaosne of the Leeward Islands, San
Domingo or Cuba to discharge before reaching JamaM/eather conditions would
also have to be taken into account.

A transit time of two to eight weeks or more mighierefore be considered
reasonable for such a voyage and | suggest thatahgs-Atlantic trip by packet can be
ruled out, observing that there were no Englishkings on the cover.

F W. Callins
QUEEN VICTORIA 1s.
Frnem bessk of the G.¥. Ose Shillies- | have found what appears to be a constant
N variety on the 1s. value of 1860-1911 (the

Fop

B same plate was used for all issues).

There is a break (A) in the inner frame line

|
— ¢_-.——
B at top left. This can be seen clearly with the
’K\ naked eye. On the two examples | have

(S.G. Nos. 6 and 24) another break B is
present but is not easy to see without a low
power microscope. - Normal stamps do not
appear to have this break R

I would be glad of any confirmation or otherwise tbfs variety, including its
position. | noticed a proof sheet of this stamplaitympia: if anyone knows who owns
it, examination of the complete sheet should s#tgematter.

81



JAMAICA (Cont.)

JUDICIAL STAMPS

Details of the George V stamps overprinted "JUDICl4or use in courts are given
in the handbook by Collett, but there is nothingwbVictorian stamps similarly
overprinted. | have examples of the overprint loa following stamps: wmk. Crown
CA 6d., 1s., 2s. and wmk. Multiple Crown CA 2s. ¥&an red and 2s. purple on blue.
All these overprints are in black. | am sure tihég is not the complete list, and would
be grateful for any additional information.

GUIDE LINES

Short lines appear sometimes in the gutter betweegss printed stamps. The only
De La Rue stamp that | have seen with a guideifirthe 1921 2%d. They are much
more common on Waterlow stamps.

My examples are:

1932 2d.  Top gutter, right hand end, 3%2mm
top left corner, vert. 1%2mm, horiz. 2%2mm
6d.  Bottom right corner, horiz. ¢.2mm, vert. 1%2mm
large dot. top right corner: bottom gutter, rigabl side c. 4¥2amm
bottom glitter, left hand side, at least ¥amm
2%d. Top gutter, right hand side, 3%2mm
All these lines are in the colour of the frameh# stamp.
1938 2d. Top gutter, left hand side 2%2mm
top gutter, right hand side 2mm
top gutter, right hand side, little more than Y2mm
left gutter, bottom %2-1%2mm
2%d. Top gutter, left hand side, 2%2mm
126 3d. Bottom gutter, left hand side, 3%2mm
126a Exactly as 126 above
Right hand gutter, bottom 2%2mm
Left hand gutter, near the top, a short dot abt@~mm line. This one is
rather unusual as it is very close to the framehef stamp, not in the
centre of the gutter like all my other examples.

Line ingreen.
(N.B. All lines are in the colour of the frame as$ otherwise stated).
126b Top gutter, right hand side. A dot abovevgical frame line: to the left of

it, with a 2mm gap, a 3mm line. All green.
Top right corner: horiz. 1%2mm vert. 2mm
bottom gutter, right hand side, 2%2-3mm
6d. Right hand gutter, top 1%+mm
Horizontal gutter, left hand side 2-4mm.
9d. Bottom gutter, left hand side Y-l mm
Left/right hand gutter, top 2mm. | have one eximpith the line on each
side of the stamp: | think they are both the samegt
Left hand gutter, bottom 2-3mm.
1s.  Top gutter, right hand side 3mm. Lingiigen.
Right hand gutter, bottom at least 3%2mm
2s. Right hand gutter, top. This stamp has a line achecolour, partly
overlapping! Brown 2Y%2mm. blue a little lower dowlpst in the
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perforations but between 2%2-4mm.
945 1%d. Right hand gutter, top 3¥2amm
2d. Top gutter, left hand side c. 4mm
Bottom left corner, horiz. 1%-mm, vert. ? onlylat on one perforation
tooth
Top gutter, right hand side 2mm.
1921  2%d. Right hand gutter, top 1 mm. | think this is tledozir of the centre of the
stamp.
1945  4%d. Bottom left corner: measurement impossible as bo#s only just touch
the perforations.
| have also seen a guide line on the 5s. of 19d5dinl not record details. | would
be interested in obtaining details of, and purai@sany similar varieties not listed
above.

THE GUM OF THE GEORGE VI DEFINITIVES

The %d. blue-green. 1d. scarlet and 1%d. brown9881can be found with two
different types of gum. One is colourless, whiie tther is found in slightly varying
shades of brown. By examining the stains on trekdaf a couple of hundred used
copies of these stamps, | have come to the cowclusiat the brown gum was used
until about 1946, when the colourless gum appeasuspect that the same variation
would be found on the 5s. and 10s. values, whicteweoduced by the same printer,
but I have insufficient copies of these stampstxrh any conclusions. Both the brown
and colourless gums are common, the brown beingslightly scarcer.

There is a certain amount of confusion as regdrdsvarious shades in this issue,
none of which (except the 1%2d light red-brown) lated by Gibbons. | have found on
the whole that the listing given in "The Philatetiandbook of Jamaica" is clear and
reliable:

ved. Blue or blue-green - easily distinguished
Orange or yellow-orange - harder to tell apartdiilita noticeable difference.
1v%2d.  Always a problem: Here given as brown, redsorolight red-brown (the
scarce shade) and chocolate. From a quantity ofpstat is possible to pick
out four answering these descriptions, but realiyoat every stamp is a
different colour!

2d. Frame green or yellow-green - this makes sengeif the perforations are
ignored: both shades seem to exist in all threfopmions.
3d. Frame green and yellow-green - but here dayigybssential: in artificial light

the green looks yellow-green and vice versal!
Frame ultram. or deep ultram.

a9d. Claret-lake, claret or lake carmine - theseatians are only slight, and it is
not easy to say which is which.

1s. Centre green or yellow-green, frame brown orpledorown (all four
combinations listed). Quite easy to distinguish.

2s. Frame chocolate or brown - this differenceeiy/ clear.

Timothy D. Ward
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LEEWARD ISLANDS

THE SEXAGENARIES

| have read with great interest the exchange ofreents between Messrs. Paton,
Goldblatt and Toeg, appearing in Bulletins 56, 6l 6, regarding the tantalizing
mystery of "what happened to the Sexagenaries?haPe the following data may be
helpful in answering that question, at least to pwnt of confirming statements
previously written by these three gentlemen.

A specific issue of théeeward Islands Gazette which has not heretofore been
mentioned is that of 20th July, 1899. That pap®mw, carried a Jubilee Stamp tender
offer, similar to the one printed in tt&azette of 1st October, 1897, and described by
Mr. Paton. For this discussion | regard the follogviquantities offered in the 1899
tender announcement as significant:

Denomination Sheets Odd Stamps
2vd. 28 92
I/- 2 8
5/- 2 8
The notice further specified that "tenders . . Il e received . . . up to Thursday,

the 5th October, 1899, for the purchase of the irtea of the Leeward Islands Jubilee
Stamps.” The smallest total quantity available dasingle denomination was 248,
offered in the case of each of the 1/- and 5/-emlas shown above. The largest total
quantity offered of one stamp was 3,452, as inditdbr the 2%2d. value. Theecond
highest quantity was for the 1d. denomination, for whighsheets and 27 odd stamps
were offered for a total of 1,70Vegs than half of the number of 2Y2d. stamps for sale).
There werao stamps offered of the 6d. value.

A further paragraph in this tender announced tH&t"2omplete sets" were offered
in lots of not less than 3 sets. (Theoreticallgséh werenot complete sets, as they
lacked the 6d. stamp). The remainder (obviouslpnmglete sets also, lacking the 6d.
and the two highest values) were offered in lots dflees than 10 shillings face value.

Now, in Mr. Paton's previous comments on the Sexageoverprints, he noted
Adrian Hopkins' observations that the 2'2d. stamgastill be bought at the St. John's
Post Office as late as 1902. This statement cdytaippears to be true, due to the
statistics of the tender of 1899, which shows tlatie in such plentiful supply when
compared with the other denominations.

So far as | know, no further tenders for Jubileengis appeared in the newspapers,
except for the final offer of one sheet of eachaeimation, announced by the Colonial
Secretary's Office on 8th March, 1902, and pubtisheheGazette of 13th March.

The question here is, were valuather than the 2%d also available in 1902? If not,
it seems that all the public could have been lethalieve was that, aside from that
value, all Jubilee Stamps were unavailable fromesamdefined point subsequent to
the 1899 tender to that day in March, 1902 wheheetsof each of the other seven
denominations (including the 6d. which evidentlyl treot been available sindefore
the 1899 tender) was dragged out from under a eowameplace and offered as one
lot together with one final sheet of the 2%4d.

Let us now talk specifically of the I/- and 5/- @eninations. If my interpretation of
Mr. Paton's remarks in Bulletin 65 is correct, higgests that two lots of all eight
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values were sold as a result of the tender of 18B7s, however, cannot be so since
the tender of 1899 offered, as far as the I/- dndd&@ues were concerned, two complete
sheets of each. But as Mr. Toeg suggests in Bul@ it could have been so if (i)
additional stocks of the stamps were overprirdaéiér 1st October, 1897, or (ii)
additional stocks of already overprinted stampsecgorlight prior to 20th July, 1899.

Not being a specialist in the stamps of the Leevslahdsper se, | cannot discuss
meaningful personal theories as to why more renggsdvere available than should
have been, or whether the high values of the Sewaaiges are underpriced with respect
to their scarcity, or other such illogicalness bilg@telic mathematics and economics.
These factors have been more than adequately ehudrelieve, in the noted Bulletins
by Messrs. Paton, Goldblatt and Toeg. Howeverighly intriguing fact concerning
the I/- and 5/- stamps is made evident by the 1i®&d@er and should be looked at,
particularly since it was Mr. Paton who, so to $péapened the door."

In the 1897 tender 600 stamps each of the I/- &ndatues were up for sale. Each
denomination was divided into three identical lotgth each lot containing one
complete sheet of 120 plus 80 extra stamps. 11839 tender, these two stamps were
again handled in the same manner: each denominagsnbroken down into similar
lots of 248 stamps - this time two sheets and &estamps. And finally, in 1902, a
sheet of each was offered.

The interesting point that fairly jumps out at 8tedent is not thaumber of stamps
available in 1897 or 1899 or 1902 or whenever,thatfact thaidentical quantities of
both values were up for sale each time! It seesn,@n each occasion, the postal
authorities were trying painfully, for some reastinkeep their offerings of the I/- and
5/- denominations exactly in balance.

What reason could possibly exist for advertising 60each stamp in 1897, 248 of
each in 1899 and 120 of each in 19027 Is it coaruid, or is there a pattern here? And
if thereis a pattern, what is it? In no other area of tmelées under consideration do
we see identical quantities of two separate vabifesed on three occasions.

It is obvious that Mr. Toeg has stated the casearately when he suggests that we
may never know the true story of the history ofsthetamps. This is particularly true
for that period of time after they "had been oredat one week only!"

G. W. Bowman

NEW S.G. LISTING

As a result of representations to Stanley Gibbangaddition is to be made to the
Leeward Islands listing in the 1973 British Commemith Catalogue.

Under the number 57¢ the 5/- value of the 1912&t2nsll be shown on Orange-
Buff paper. As with the 3d. value of this issuetba same paper, it only comes from
Plate 8. Mr. Toeg has suggested that it is ab®starce as No. 57a.

In presenting my case to Stanley Gibbons | shoWwetht1l4 stamps on this paper, 8
from the E. V. Toeg collection, 5 from that of e Leonard Davies and one which |
had purchased from Stanley Gibbons themselves (toutteir amusement!).

D. J. Allan
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MONTSERRAT
1968 OVERPRINTS

On the two lower values of this issue (S.G. 194 488) the two lines that
obliterate the original value on the last stamgach sheet are closer together than on
the other stamps.

D. J. Allan

ST. LUCIA

Further to Mr. Goldblatt's query in June Bulletm village cancellations and Mr.
Townsend's reply in the September issue, | canrtépat | have a fairly clear Micoud
"M" mark of 13th May, 1922, being 3% years latearththat mentioned by Mr.
Townsend.

| also have 3 queries:

(1) 1 have the opening date of all post officesttom island up to March, 1965, except
for AUGIER which | believe was sometime in 1961anCany member supply this
missing date in my records, and also if there Hmeen any new offices (of posting)
opened since March, 1965?

(2) The second query concerns a cover | have 8anucia to New York. The cover
is stamped with a Queen Victoria die 2 2%d., podtath Dec. 13 (18)98, but on
the reverse is a purple mark of "Royal Mail Steaatket Co's Office, St. Lucia
W.T., -- Nov. 1898." Why a month's difference?

(3) Could any member tell me when the Registeddtesive label was issued (that is
Castries) in place of the rubber stamp?

The earliest date | have for the label is 13th dayuL937, and the latest date | have
for the rubber stamp is 8th July, 1937.

Graham C. Barflett

TRINIDAD

WHY NOT COLLECT TRINIDAD?

It is usually interesting and sometimes illumingtifor a collector to recall what
started him on the road to forming a particulademiion. The reasons can be very
varied: the appeal and attractiveness of the stathpmselves (especially when
someone else's collection is viewed with enviouss8y the challenge of unsolved
problems: an opportunity presenting itself with thailability of material or when a
collection comes on the market: being drawn townty by reason of former contacts,
residence or emotional ties . . . the list can Io@oat endless, down to mere chance,
such as by mistake buying the wrong auction los. régards the collecting of Trinidad
it is not without interest and it is certainly iftunating to recall my own reasons.

When still at school | used to while away many @ashnt hour browsing through
the "Red Gibbons" dreaming of distant lands andingaglans as to what to collect. |
distinctly remember the appeal of Trinidad, aseiraed to have everything to satisfy
the fairly serious-minded beginner.

There was a classic issue within the scope of gpetket - early imperforate
stamps and later sets of the four denominationstwbould be acquired for the outlay
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of a few shillings, and indeed which are nowadags aver-costly. There was good
variety in the later issues, including the surfadeted Queen's head and Britannia
designs, down to the most attractive 1935 pictésgle which had just appeared.

These considerations whetted the appetite of oneg/@nthusiast, at any rate, and
how lucky it was that this was the main one of savembryonic collections that
survived and stood the test of time - for its app@dhe more serious philatelist is even
stronger.

Trinidad, from a collector's point of view, is ada and fascinating subject. The
challenge it presents and the variety of adheda@ s and the postal history material
available can be equalled by few countries. Thereirtually nothing that is not
represented. From pre-adhesive items and the Ladyebdt local to the engraved first
issue, and the locally produced lithographed promals, the issues then range through
the various perforations and watermarks with veesetsurcharges and bisects, to the
later surface printed stamps. There is a full eanfj Postal Stationery. There are
attractive cancellations, including maritime maaksl the D22 of Trinidad used abroad
in Ciudad Bolivar, Venezuela. Proof material angeé&men" stamps are in reasonable
supply. Trinidad has all this and a remarkably rlphilatelic record, too.

The difficulties, however, also need to be realisédaterial, especially in really
fine condition, is not always easy to find and @atie is needed, but in a way this adds
to the pleasure of true collecting. The lithogmygine an expensive and difficult group.
The Lady McLeod is a popular rarity which commaadsigh price. There are several
extremely rare stamps, though in some cases tlukeapto the unused only. Early
covers are not easy to find.  An all embracinfiection, therefore, presents many
difficulties, but because of the variety of mateasailable such difficulties can to a
large extent be avoided, if need be, by confinitigreion to one or other of the many
aspects of Trinidad stamps and postal history.

This review of what Trinidad can offer the collectall stop short of the combined
Trinidad and Tobago issues which first appearetbib3. In order to make the subject
more meaningful to those not too familiar with tlie coverage will be divided into
sections as follows:-

1. Handstruck stamps and early postal history

Prior to the first regular issue of postage stammp&851, Trinidad mail may be
found showing various handstruck stamps. Theestris a circular date stamp of
origin, recorded 1806-1807. This is similar to tater fleuron date stamps, but without
the fleuron device at the base. Overall widthbiswt 33mm. Only two examples have
been recorded so far.

Next come the well known fleuron date stamps, dteddecause of the leaf-like
ornament below the date. There are two sizespbnédth about 32mm., and the other
of width about 30mm. The larger, which is recorde3D9-1821, seems about four
times as scarce as the smaller, which is recor828-1838.

From 1840 to 1851 a standard double line circle d&mp was in use, diameter
about 29imm.

Finally in this period there is the rare TRINIDAIH® LETTER in two lines of
which only two or three examples are known, théiestrbeing 1848.
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TRINIDAD (Cont.)

To the above may be added the crowned circle PAID TRINIDAD marks,
though they are not found in use until 1854. Theme three slightly different types.
Two of these are distinctly rare, but the third aedhmonest is easily found. The use
of a crowned circle handstamp in red was normahe period 1854-1859 on letters
bearing the (1d.) stamp for local postage and oitlwkhe overseas rate had been
prepaid in cash. It was also normal usage in @@ 1859-1867 on overseas letters
fully franked by adhesive stamps. During 1858-1858@inly between the time when
prepayment of the postal rate to U.K. became cosgoyland the time when the
stamps of higher denomination were issued, the meoveircle may be found on letters
bearing no adhesive stamps at all and on whichuheate of inland plus overseas
postage had been prepaid in cash. These arecatliststarce, only a handful of
examples having been recorded.

A representative selection of the items under igiading which could reasonably
easily be assembled could consist of a smallerdtgua double line circle date stamp,
and crowned circles showing the two main usagesowers bearing adhesive stamps.
Other items would be much more difficult to obtaind would present the collector
with a considerable challenge.

2. The Lady McLeod stamp

This is a very attractive item and is in considé&atemand. Although the present
writer must have seen as many as 40 or more exanthke price of even a reasonably
good example is reckoned in hundreds of poundshigh proportion of those known
are on cover and emanate from the well known Tagdorespondence.

3. Perkins Bacon Issues

A glance at the catalogue will show the varietysbade and perforation available
here in the period 1851-1862. A number of theaepst are readily obtainable and a
good representative collection need not involvengeof great rarity, providing the
collector is content with either unused or usedapgropriate. For instance the first
issue (except for the (1d.) rose-red on white paped the 1859 4d. and 1s. are readily
obtainable unused. Other items would normally htwvebe taken used, since, for
instance, the 1859 pin perforated 12%2 are all teexe rarity unused, as are a number
of later stamps. For a representative selectio&,stamps which would cause most
difficulty would be the 1859 6d. imperforate (S.8)2the 1859 pin perforated 12Y2 4d.
(S.G.33, 34), if this were required in additiorthe 4d. pin perforated 13%, 14, and the
1s. denomination in either gauge of pin perforatiddome shades would also cause
great difficulty, e.g. S.G.48 and S.G.59, but ofirse these could be omitted. It should
perhaps be added that the item catalogued as Sis&sdroof status, and the present
writer would not recognize the existance of S G.51.
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4. Lithographed provisional issues: 1852-1860

These issues were produced locally in the islancheéet shortages of the London
printed Perkins, Bacon stamps that occurred ondeaasions in the period 1852-1860.
As regards design they are fairly good imitatiohthe Perkins, Bacon stamps, and the
early impressions from the stone are remarkable faxamples of lithographic
production. However, owing to poor ink and fautfieaning of the stone, the later
issues show a marked deterioration in appearamceinaexamples from the last issue
the design is well nigh unrecognizable. Therelds a good deal of variation in shade
even within the various issues. Apart from unuegamples of the last issue in red,
these stamps are generally speaking both rarexgahsive, especially if in really fine
condition, and are virtually unknown in unusedestat

A full study of the five issues of these fascingtistamps presents considerable
difficulty, while even a representative selectistby no means easy.

It should be added that the paper was not of gadity and was generally soft,
and much susceptible to thinning. As a resuftaied stamps are not uncommon and
collectors should exercise caution in obtaining neples, a certificate often being
advisable. Stamps of fine appearance, but thinmeg, prove attractive as space fillers
for those of more modest means.

5. De La Rue printings from the Perkins Bacon plas 1862-1882 and the De La
Rue surface printed 5s. denomination of 1869

The collecting of Trinidad stamps becomes a muctieegroblem from 1862
onwards and some very attractive stamps may béneltat reasonable cost. There is
great variety in the shades of the 1863-1875, E8itR1876 issues, and a study of them
can be a most attractive proposition.

There are of course some great rarities in thisigrwo, and mention should be
made of the 1862-63 6d. with perforation 11%, 1thgound with 11 (SG.63b): the
1863 1s. perforated 13 (SG.67) in fresh unuseditondthe 1876 6d. with perforation
14 compound with 12% (SG.97a) and the 1882 1d.domvBh manuscript surcharge in
black (SG.103).

6. De La Rue's later surface printed issues 1883Q9, together with the Postage
Due Stamps and Official stamps, 1885-1910

The collection of these issues presents no gréftudiy although the cost of the
10s. and £1 denominations has risen a good deahttgc There is only one great
rarity, namely the 1901 1d. black on red with woods/alue omitted (SG.127a). All
the high values, i.e., the 5s., 10s. and £1 deratinims, are very difficult to obtain used
and one should especially be on one's guard ag&natly used examples. The 1896
1d. from the second die with oval O, is a very seatamp indeed in unused condition.

In the official stamps, the 1894 set overprintef.@s a good deal scarcer than the
catalogue price suggests.

89



TRINIDAD (Cont.)
7. Postal Stationery

A full range is available to the collector, andstban provide an attractive group of
items. Especially so are some of the early camdwibg adhesive stamps (including
bisects) of which the first provisional Inland P@srd in black is a very great rarity.
As usual with early Postal Stationery items in useddition are very difficult to find.
Those interested in this class of material couldl vefer to the B.W.I. Study Circle
Bulletins numbers 25 and 27 of April and Septemhb®60, for a full check list.

8. Cancellations

The early numeral cancellations (each number itidiga different office) and the
later town and village date stamps form a mostrésting group. In addition there are
various French maritime markings, including the Borxcand dots cancellation and the
later Ligne date stamps, which are found on the31B%/5 and subsequent issues.
Finally mention should also be made of the D22 eHation of Ciudad Bolivar in
Venezuela. This use of Trinidad stamps at thedBriPostal agency in Ciudad Bolivar
is most interesting and little is known about tiveunstances except that examples are
found in the period 1869 to 1876 when it seems skexnps of Great Britain were not
used there.

To revert to the early numeral cancellations we mmaytion that there were some
nine different types, but by no means all of theseur in the full range of numerals
from 1 to 36. They were in use in the period u@nad including the currency of the
1883 Queen's head issue, examples of which aretisoesefound with the last of the
numeral types namely the T and numeral duplex md@he B.W.l. Study Circle Paper
No. 3 on The Philatelic History of Trinidad to 186@ntains a chapter which treats
these numeral cancellations fully.

The town and village date stamps began to appeaerglly speaking, in the late
1880's at offices which previously had numeral e#lacs, and of course came into
being at a later date when a new office was openkedthe period up to 1913 some 84
different offices have been identified. The dasgps may be divided into different
types and although the number of offices is fdabge, a display of these can be kept
to manageable proportions if only one from eackceffs included.

There are sundry other cancellations of which noenshould be made, namely:
TRINIDAD double and single line circular date stanprRINIDAD PAID and
TRINIDAD M.O.0O. date stamps: SAN FERNANDO and Arseal type: TOO LATE,
TOO LATE FOR BAG and REGISTERED handstamps: T.”PAB.IMA SECTION
date stamp and the boxed AG. SHOW P.O. of the 288k ultural Show.

Those interested in the cancellations are refdaodtde London Philatelist, Number
748, of March, 1955.

J. B. Marriott
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WANTS

Members who are able to supply any of these shealtt them (stating price
asked) to the Hon. Secretary for onward transmisdiothe member requiring them
decides to purchase a cheque or postal order dravavour of "B.W.I. Study Circle"
should be sent to the Hon. Secretary and the amesy 10% and postage) will be
remitted to the owner.

Leeward Islands
S.G. 5la Block (larger the better)
S.G. 48a Plate Block 3
Any other Plate Blocks of this issue will be vieweith interest.

BULLETINS

Copies of back numbers - some being XEROX copia -obtainable (subject to
being in stock) from the Hon. Librarian as follows:

Nos. 1-7 (reprint in one cover), 75p ($1.80).

All others, 25p each (60c) each.

'CORDEX' instantaneous Self Binders each holdings80es can be supplied at
75p ($1.80) each.

POSTAGE is extra in all cases.

OPINIONS SERVICE

Facilities are available for opinions to be givenmost stamps of the B.W.l. Group
for which a fee of 40p ($1.00) per stamp or cogecharged.* Members wishing to
take advantage of this service should send the pg&gnor cover(s) to the Hon.
Secretary enclosing a remittance for the approprieé together with an addressed
envelope (stamped additionally for Registration Recorded Delivery). Every
endeavour will be made to return the item(s) witfoaorteen days. All stamps or
covers submitted are accepted entirely at the send risk and neither the Circle
nor any of its members, collectively or individualy, can be held responsible for the
loss or damage of any item or for any opinion expssed.

*In instances where it is necessary to consult more than one specialist any additional
postage will he charged to the sender.

Congratulations are offered to the following mensbetho gained awards at the
British Philatelic Exhibition, 1971.

Silver: H. F. Deakin, J. D. Todd.

Bronze Silver: Miss B. J. Collinson, B. E. Johnson.

Bronze: R. Ward.
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HON. SECRETARY'S PARAGRAPH

Dear Member,

It is almost eighteen years since | founded oucl€iand became its first Hon.
Secretary and Treasurer. During that long tirheve seen the membership grow from
a mere handful to around three hundred scattededvael the world and the work
involved now necessitates my attention almost ewdzy. Now that | am well past
"three score years and ten," | find - as | am sume will readily understand - that
leisure has a special significance and | have diugly tendered my resignation as
Hon. Secretary. | will, however, continue to betamich since with the approval of
your Committee | am carrying on as Hon. Treasumsr the time being. In this
connection | would like to take this opportunity &mphasise the importance of
members complying with the Notice regarding sulpsiains which appears elsewhere
in this issue. Having regard to the existing higstpl charges - with forecasts of
further increases in 1972 - it is my hope that rteed to send out reminders will be
minimal. | am aware that many of our members esicbverseas, particularly in
Canada and U.S.A.,are accustomed "to be billedsentigeless | now hope they will
endeavour to remit in January if possible each.yédthough 15th February is the date
mentioned in our "shop window" this was this yeas, all members will recall,
"Decimalisation Day" over here and in sending aeslti Bankers' Order Forms in
connection with the increase in our subscriptionw#s obviously essential to take
account of the change. Needless to say if you aeeob the many members who have
already kindly co-operated by paying your subsmipthrough your bank you will
naturally disregard these remarks. At the times¢hénes are being written my
successor has yet to be appointed but you mayssstred that the maintenance of the
Circle's value to so many will be the predominattér in your Committee arriving at
their final decision. On a very sad note | havedoord the passing of three of our
members: Dr. R. H. Blackburn (27/5/1971), FeliXNJ.Nabarro (13/10/1971) and G.
Moray Stephenson (29/9/1971). They were respdygtigpecialists in Jamaica,
Dominica and St. Vincent and contributed interasttems to our Bulletin from time to
time. Since our last issue it has been my pleasur&elcome on your behalf the
following new members: Dr. M. D. Churcher (Devonshi R. J. Devaux (St. Lucia)
re-instated, C. W. E. Jane (Surrey), R. J. Rowr(lteacashire) and Miss B. E. Wright
(Sussex). This being the last "Hon. Secretarytad?aph” to appear over my initials |
would like to say how very much | have enjoyed yiag out the many duties the job
entails which has resulted in my making many newtacts both at home and in far
away places. It would be impossible to attemptstingate the number of letters | have
received over the years but to the best of my kadgé | have replied to all that were
relevant to the Circle's activities. In conclusissend you my best wishes for a Happy
Christmas and a Prosperous New Year- philatelicaily in every other way.

P.TS
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MONTSERRAT

A few copies still remain of The Standard Handbduk Leonard E. Britnor

Published in 1965 thisevy informative work contains 95 pp size 10in. »<$
lllustrated, paper cover.

Price £1.20 ($3.00) including postage. Copies abtze from -

Hon. Secretary
BRITISH WEST INDIES STUDY CIRCLE
Little Caymans Kingsthorne, HEREFORD

Advert

NEW ENGLAND STAMP Co. LTD.




Advert

Argyll Stamp Company Ltd.

Advert

JENKA

Advert

F. W. COLLINS




Advert

STANLEY GIBBONS LTD>




Advert

H.R.HARMER LTD.




