Barbados 1855 4d by Fitz Roett

Figure 6
Cover to the U.S. dated 10 February 1859 and bearing
(1d.) Deep Blue, SG 10 (Sc 6) and (4d.) Brownish-red.
1d. Inland rate + 4d. Packet charge to St. Thomas pre-paid.
Black „10‟: 10¢. U.S. packet charge due.
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ANTIGUA
GENERAL POST OFFICE

BY MICHAEL REGO

G.P.O. The picture taken by Jose Anjo a local photographer, shows the General Post Office and
postmen of St.John‟s, circa 1922. There appears to be two rankings of postmen, with most having
the white cork-hats dating back to Victorian times, while two men carry a small peaked black cap.
Over the main door is a large sign „General Post Office‟ facing the High Street. At this time
St.John‟s General Post Office was situated on the left-hand side of High Street looking inland, not
too far from where the street terminated near the main landing wharf. St.John‟s was the only part of
the island where postman delivered letters door-to-door, the other people of the island had to
collect their mail from the nearest village post office.
The building is connected by telephone and telegraph, and is typical of many in St.John‟s at this
period, (some still survive), but is distinctively recognisable from the roof having three peaks, the
first being smaller than the other two.
At this time, 1922, the GPO was responsible not only for St.John‟s, and Barbuda, but 11 suboffices. The rental of a Private Letter Box at the GPO, depending on size, was rated at 5s to 10s a
year. The letter-post limits were governed by size and were 2 feet in length by 1 foot in width or
depth. The posting of any letter for abroad containing coins was prohibited, and if discovered, after
acceptance, would either be compulsorily registered at double the registration fee or returned to
the sender.
Postal Rates in 1922. The letter rate within the Leeward Islands was 1d for the first ounce then
½d for every additional ounce. Letters to the UK, British Empire and the United States, including
the US Virgin Islands and Porto Rico, was 2d for the first ounce, then 1½d for each additional oz or
fraction thereof. All other foreign countries were 3d for the first ounce, then 1½d for each
additional oz or fraction thereof. Postcards were rated at 1½d single, 3d reply card. Book postage
included not only books, but newspapers and any printed matter charged at ½d for every 2 ounces
or fraction thereof. The book-post was governed by size similar to that of the letter post for British
countries with a weight limit of 5 lbs, but for foreign countries it was not to exceed 18 inches in
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length and 4lbs in weight. All overseas parcels were subject to Customs regulations. If a
newspaper within the colony (Leeward Islands) was published it would be rated at ¼d for 4
ounces. Registration fee could be applied to all postal matter except parcels, unless destined to the
US, the rate being 3d, for advice of delivery 3d, the limit of compensation was £2.
Parcel-Post was limited in size, length, breadth, depth to 3½ feet and weight to 11 lbs. Rates to
Leeward Islands colonies were 6d to 3 lbs, 1s 0d to 7 lbs, 1s 6d to 11 lbs. And to the UK and its
possessions 2s to 3 lbs, 3s 9d to 7 lbs, 5s 0d to 11 lbs, and to the US at 6d per lb.
Overseas Mail. British and foreign mails were conveyed by steamers of the Royal Mail Line
(Canada-West Indies) and the Quebec Steamship Company (New York-West Indies). These two
steamship services provided a West Indies inter-island mail connection (via Canada) or (via New
York), for onward European mail transmission.

ANTIGUA
QV KEYPLATE SLOPING 2 UPDATE

BY CHARLES FREELAND

My article in the March bulletin was shortly followed by a discovery that confirmed my beliefs. This
was a left hand pane of the 1887 2 1/2d ultramarine that shows a different flaw state from the two
left hand panes in the Swetland and Pearse collections. On my pane, pos 3/1 shows the large 2
sloping (Gibbons type 3), compared with the normal 2s on the other two panes. The other constant
flaws, the second sloping 2 on 7/1 as well as the more minor flaws on 5/1, 6/3 and 10/4 that I
mentioned in my earlier article are the same as the other panes.
The evidence confirms that we have two flaw states signifying damage to pos 3/1 of the plate
during one of the printing runs that was imperfectly repaired. What is intriguing is to consider that
as the same duty plate was used for both right and left panes, we should be able to find a right
hand pane with a normal 2 in pos 3/3…..please check your holdings.

'ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF JAMAICAN PHILATELY'
VOLUME 9
MILITARY, CENSORSHIP AND PATRIOTIC MAILS
by

Derek Sutcliffe, FRPSL
Following on from his earlier work, the author has completely reviewed his extensive
collection and produced a fascinating work.
Complemented by many illustrations of both covers and handstamps,
it guides the collector through the markings of all Allied Forces that
spent time in Jamaica as well as the present-day Jamaica Defence Force markings.
Contained in a handsome customised Multi-ringed binder,
this book is a must for collectors of Jamaica and Military Mails
Price: £38 plus postage (BWlSC Members' discount £6)
Available from David Druett of Pennymead Auctions, 1, Brewerton Street,
Knaresborough, N. YORKS, HG5 8AZ
or Pennymead@aol.com
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OFFERS FROM STOCK
DOMINICA 1901. A registered cover to Paris, franked Leeward Islands 1890 1d pair & 2½d

£65

DOMINICA 1920. Formula registration envelope, size H, sent from Dominica to Austria, franked
Dominica 1918 ½d & 3d War Tax stamps and Leewards 1913 ½d green strip of 4 and a single. £250
GRENADA 1929. A De La Rue die-proof of F size registration envelope, black printing, endorsed in
ms. "Grenada 2580, appd 12/1, F size".
£475
GRENADA 1875. Queen Victoria, an imperforate plate proof in black of the design as SG Type 5, in
horizontal pair on wove paper.
£95
JAMAICA 1920. De La Rue die proof of the vignette for the ½d value, pictorial issue, black on
glazed card ms. date 16/6/20, "BEFORE STRIKING".
£400
LEEWARD ISLANDS / DOMINICA 1897. A cover to Holland franked Leewards 1/- green &
carmine, cancelled Dominica cds.
£150
LEEWARD ISLANDS 1912-22. KGV MCA issue, ¼d to 5/-, SG 46-57 (3d x 2, 1/- x 3, 5/- x 2)
overprinted SPECIMEN, the 2d & 2/- showing ‘short leg to M’ variety.
£275
MONTSERRAT 1903. KE 5/- Imperforate Colour Trial in dull purple & bright blue, on gummed
watermarked paper.
£350
ST KITTS-NEVIS 1943. KGVI 5s grey-green, perf 14, showing variety "break in oval at foot" (SG
77 ad) one blunt perf, very fresh unmounted mint.
£300
ST VINCENT 1881. 4d bright blue, watermark small star upright, perf 11-12½ (SG 38) fine used by
light A10 cancel.
£60

Ramillies Building, 1-9 Hills Place, London W1F 7SA
Tel: 020 7437 7800
Fax: 020 7434 1060
E– mail: philatelists@argyll-etkin.com
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ANTIGUA
THE YEAR OF THE GREAT FLOOD - 1969

BY D. C. FORD

Antigua was for many years an island whose main agricultural interest was the production of sugar.
Due to a natural change in climate or wind, the average rainfall fell from some 40 inches to less
than 10 inches, which made the cultivation of sugar impossible, or uneconomic.
In 1969 there was a change in the weather pattern. In April/May there was one night in particular
when it rained, and rained, and rained. I was there employed in a bank.
On the night in question I was at a party in a converted sugarmill house, which was conical in
shape with living accommodation built some 20 feet above the ground, with glazed-in views all
round. The large room was like a doughnut sitting on a cone. After some time had passed, eating
and drinking, a storm began to dominate the pleasant proceedings, of such ferocity that a scene
from Wagner's Gotterdammerung was the only comparison. It appeared to be all round the
building.
I struggled to get home in a small car, and was fortunate to do so without incident. Another friend
who lived on a small incline reported that during the storm there was at least 18 inches of water on
a 30 degree slope, on the road outside his home.
The morning brought a report in the local radio and press that some 12.5 inches of rain had fallen
in the night. Storm drains in excess of 20 feet deep were overflowing with water. An earth dam
constructed to retain water in the event of rain was moved some 300 feet by the power of the
water. (At the month's end the total rain for the month was given as 29.5 inches.)
In the banking world we gradually began to receive complaints from our overseas correspondents
that they were not receiving correspondence or drafts in settlement that had been expected. After
several enquiries at the main post office in St. John's, the Postmaster finally admitted that a
quantity of mail had been damaged by water as a result of the excessive rain, which had seeped
into the premises. It was then revealed that the mail was usually sorted on the floor, had been left
there overnight and when the ground floor was flooded, the mail was not then in a fit state to be
forwarded.
I illustrate a copy of the only cover which became available to me at this time, which bears the
handstamp: POSTAGE PAID / MAIL DAMAGED BY EXCESSIVE RAIN / POSTMASTER

As is to be expected the space for the signature had been left blank. Whilst not exactly philatelic,
the very popular book `Don't Stop The Carnival‟ by Herman Wouk was on sale at the time and
recorded in part similar scenes to those experienced in Antigua, in particular, where the rain fell
offshore into the sea for no apparent reason. After the Great Flood this event continued regularly
and until I left the island there was no recurrence of the storm and the dry semi-drought conditions
continued.
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PHILATELIC LITERATURE FOR SALE
The following selection is but a tiny portion of my stock which can best be viewed online at my website. For those not yet
connected please I can send a print out of relevant stock against a list of your interests. Post and packing is extra.
Payment by cheque of credit card
BENDON J. U.P.U. Specimen Stamps. The distribution
MEYER K.F. Disinfected Mail. Historical review and
of specimen stamps by the International Bureau of the
tentative listing of cachets, handstamp markings, wax
U.P.U. Limassol. 1988. 260pp. 1st ed., fine in D/W.
seals, wafer seals and manuscript certifications
Incs all Specimen ovpts with detailed notes on the
alphabetically arranged according to countries. Gossip
distribution. £20
Printery, Kansas. 1962. 341 large pp. 1st ed., fine in
orig. blue cloth. The standard authority on the subject.
BRIDGER & KAYE 1980 Commonwealth Five Reigns
£100
catalogue. B & K. 1980. 528pp. Fine in orig. cloth.
MORLEY W. Walter Morley's catalogue and price list of
Specialised catalogue of QV-GVI issues with much
detail not found elsewhere. The last edition produced.
the revenue stamps of the British Colonies, including
£10
railway stamps. W. Morley. 1910. 130 large pp. 2nd
ed., fine in orig. green cloth. Pioneering study. £35
COCKRILL P. K.N.S.M. The Royal Netherlands
ROBERTSON A.W. A history of the ship letters of the
Steamship Company (1856-1981) Cockrill Series
booklet 26. 1981. 56pp, 1st ed., fine in card covers.
British Isles. (An encyclopaedia of maritime postal
Company history plus detailed listing of postal markings
history). Harry Hayes. 1973. 3 vols. + appendices. A
and ship's cachets. £8
facsimile reprint of the first edition. Fine in orig.
binders. Probably the best edition to have as the first is
DE WORMS P. Perkins Bacon Records. R.P.S.,
often incomplete and the later Bendon reprint is
London. 1953. 2 vols. 867pp. 1st ed., fine in orig. blue
reduced in size. £250
cloth. Important source for info on printings of this firm.
£100
ROWE K. The postal history of the forwarding agents.
Leonard H. Hartman, Louisville. 1984. 280 large pp.
DORN J. The forged stamps of all countries. J. Dorn,
Revised ed., clean in original blue cloth. Detailed listing
London. 1920 (Circa). 240pp. 1st ed., clean in worn
of all known forwarding agents marks. £35
card covers. Illustrated guide to philatelic forgeries. £24
SAMUEL M. Specimen stamps of the Crown Colonies
EAREE Rev. R.B. Album Weeds; or, how to detect
1857-1948. R.P.S. 1976. 255pp, 1st ed., fine in orig.
forged stamps. Stanley Gibbons. 1892. 726pp.
cloth. Detailed listing of all Specimen ovpts. incl. the
Revised and enlarged 2nd ed., some minor tone
scarce local type handstamps. A standard reference
spotting otherwise fine in orig. decorated cloth with gilt
work. £60
edges. A classic work on forgeries of the World. £60
SEFI A.J. An introduction to advanced philately with
EASTON J. The De La Rue history of British and
special reference to typical methods of stamp
Foreign postage stamps 1855 to 1901. Faber & Faber.
production. Rowley & Rowley, London. 1926. 115 large
1958. 846pp, 1st ed., fine in soiled and torn D/W.
pp + plates. 1st ltd. ed., no. 56 of 250 copies. Fine in
Important reference work for study of these issues. £55
D/W. Finely printed on hand made paper with tipped in
examples of different types of paper and various types
FERNAU C.N. A short guide to Jamaican postmarks.
of printing. £175
GB & CW PS, Switzerland. 2002. 44pp + folding map in
rear pocket. 1st ed., clean in card covers. Useful little
TABEART C. United Kingdom Letter Rates Inland and
guide with check list of P.O.'s and illustrations of
Overseas. 1635 to 1900. HH Sales, Bradford. 2003.
postmark types. £8
264 large pp. 2nd revised ed., very fine in card covers.
Detailed listings for all countries and including ship
HEINS H.H. Numeral cancellations of the British Empire
letter rates and military mail. Very useful. £38
and A Glossary of abbreviated handstamps. Robson
Lowe Ltd. 1979. 64 + 20pp. 4th ed., clean in green
TYLER V.E. Philatelic forgers. Their lives and works.
card covers. £6
Robson Lowe Ltd., London. 1976. 60pp. 1st ed., fine in
D/W. Well illustrated history of postage stamp forgery
LOWE R. British Empire Review 1961 - 1968. A
with accounts of the forgers as well as descriptions of
resume of prices realised at auction for the seven
their work. £9
seasons 1961-1968 of British Empire postage stamps.
1969. 92pp. 1st ed., fine in D/W. Incls material from the
WILLIAMS L.N. Fundamentals of philately. A.P.S.,
fabulous Burrus collection. £8
Pennsylvannia. 1990. 862pp, revised ed., new in D/W.
Encyclopaedic reference work explaining all aspects of
LOWE R. Encyclopaedia of Br. Empire postage
printing and how flaws and errors are caused making
stamps. Vol. V. North America. 1973. 760pp, 1st ed.,
this an indispensable work for all serious philatelists.
fine in D/W. Extensive and highly detailed listings of
£35
stamps, proofs and postal history. Incls Bermuda and
British Honduras. £25
WILSON SIR J. The catalogue of the Royal collection.
LOWE R. The De La Rue Key Plates. Robson Lowe
Ltd. 1979. 32pp. 1st ed., fine in card covers.
Background and listing of the Imperium colour trials. £5

British America. Dropmore Press. 48 large pp + 3 col.
and 8 B/W plates. In red cloth, ex libre with label on
inside front and h/s's on rear of title page otherwise
clean. Very scarce. £36

www.pennymead.com
1 Brewerton St., Knaresborough, HG5 8AZ E Mail: Pennymead @aol.com Tel 01423 865962 Fax 01423 547057
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British West Indies at Bonhams

British Honduras: 1888 (March) 'TWO' on 50c. on 1/-, variety surcharge
double (one in red, other in black), mint, offered in our June auction
Bonhams regularly holds stamp auctions that contain
stamps and postal history of interest to collectors of
British West Indies.
Forthcoming Auctions
Tuesday 21 & Wednesday 22 September
Stamps and Covers of the World
Tuesday 19 October
Stamps and Covers of the World
For a complimentary catalogue or advice on buying or selling
At Bonhams please contact Stuart Billington on
020 7393 3890, stamps@bonhams.com
Alternatively, catalogues can be viewed on our website at
www.bonhams.com

Bonhams
Montpelier Street
London SW7 1HH
www.bonhams.com
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BARBADOS
THE 1855 (4D) STAMP

BY FITZ ROETT

INTRODUCTION
In 1688, the British Mail Packet service was extended to overseas ports and an Agency is stated to
have been opened about this date in Bridgetown. The Agency was, in effect, a sub-office of the
General Post Office, London and was operated by a Packet Agent and a Deputy Postmaster. This
situation continued for some 163 years.
The local Post Office Act was passed in 1851, and the island assumed responsibility for the inland
mails. A scheme was then developed for the operation of the inland Post Office. It was not,
however, until April 1852 that the first postage stamps were issued.
With the passing of the 1851 Act, the Postmaster General in London naturally assumed that there
would be no further need of the Packet Agency. However, this was not the case, and after much
bickering the Inland Post Office and the Imperial Packet Agency were amalgamated by an Act
passed in 1854.
At this time, the inter-colonial packet letter rate, exclusive of the inland rate, was 4d per ½oz. The
Inland Postmaster, therefore, ordered a supply of new (4d) stamps for the optional pre-payment of
postage on inter-colonial packet mail.
REQUISITION
The first requisition for red stamps was sent on 11 November 1854 (1). Accordingly, the order for
50,000 stamps was invoiced on 28 December 1854. The undenominated plate, comprised of 110
subjects arranged in 11 horizontal rows of 10 stamps, was used to print the new value. Bayley (2)
states that the new value, the (4d) Brownish red, SG 5 (Sc 4), was probably put on sale
immediately after its arrival in the island, early in 1855. According to Kenton and Parsons (3) the
stamps would have left on the „La Plata‟ departing Southampton on 2 January 1855 and arriving at
St. Thomas on 17 January. The stamps would have then been transferred to the „Derwent‟ which
departed St. Thomas on 18th January, arriving in Barbados on 21 January 1855
UNUSED
In unused condition, these stamps were virtually unknown until the Perkins Bacon remainders
came on the market towards the end of the nineteenth century. From the printing records (4), it can
be noted that some 20 extra sheets were printed. These additional sheets were usually called
"waste or allowance" and should have been destroyed. However, some or all eventually found their
way on to the market. Bayley (2), in quoting the late Charles J. Phillips, estimated that between 200
and 1,000 stamps of these imperforate stamps, mostly printed on blue paper, have survived.
However, no mention is made of the Crown Agents find of 1896.
It is, perhaps, from this source that the "other varieties have come to light, some of which have
been given catalogue status, while others have not." (Bayley Pg. 207).
MULTIPLES
The largest block of these stamps that we have been able to trace is the one illustrated in the
Bayley (2) handbook. This is a lovely block of 25 from the Snowden, (5) Bailey (6) and Hurlock (7)
collections. Next is the Burrus (8) block of 10 (5 x 2) and the two blocks of 9, the first ex Charlton
Henry (9), Amundsen (10). and the second ex Messenger (11), Hackmey (16) and de Silva (18). The
other blocks larger than four we have noted are those of 8 (2x 4)
from the Praportchetovitch (19) collection, 6 (3 x 2) from the
Benwell (12) collection and the one illustrated in Figure 1.
PLATE VARIETIES
The two varieties recorded on this plate are: (a) Patch on Sail
(Position 104) and (b) Gash in Throat (Position 109). Variety (a)
appears on the Messenger block cited above, and in Figure 2,
while Variety (b) is shown in Figure 3. The illustrations of the
flaws are reproduced from an earlier article in the British
Caribbean Philatelic Journal (BCPJ) (13)

Page 10

September 2004

No. 202

USED
The used examples normally encountered bear the G.P.O. numeral # 1 cancel. However, in all
probability supplies of the stamp were sent to the other parish post offices. Their use from these
offices appears to have been very limited, as any examples bearing the parish Type C 1 cancel (14)
are rare. To date, we have noted stamps cancelled from only the following parishes: #3 (St. Philip),
#5 (St. John), #6 (St. Joseph), # 7 (St. James) and # 10 (St. Peter). Of these, perhaps two
examples are known from St. James, two from St. John and the others are all solitary examples.
The St. Peter example is shown in Figure 4. In an effort to expand the listing of the parish cancels,
we invite feedback from readers who may have hitherto unrecorded numbers in their collections.
MULTIPLES
Used pairs are exceedingly rare (see below) and we have, so far, not recorded a strip or block.
Once again we invite feedback from readers.
WHITE PAPER VARIETY
In the Bayley (2) handbook on Pg. 28, attention is drawn to the existence of the (4d) printed on
white paper. The single known used copy (Ex Snowden (5), Sir James Marshall (17) and Bailey (6)
and which carries an RPS certificate) is illustrated.
BISECTED
Also on Pg. 16, Bayley draws notice to the bisected (4d) on fragment, presumably used as a 2d
value. Why this item should exist is anyone's guess, since there is no recorded information
pertaining to a shortage of 1d stamps between 1855 and 1861, when the imperforate (4d) was in
use. Bayley states simply "..... status is uncertain."
COVERS
If the stamp, as we assume, was issued in January, 1855, it is somewhat surprising to learn that
the earliest known date of use is 11 August 1856. This famous cover is shown in Figure 5.
Subsequent O.H.M.S. covers recorded for Barbados, indicate that the inland (1d) in postage was
not applied to official mail. Thus, the (4d) stamp pre-paid the inter-island packet charges. This is at
variance with the Amundsen (10) catalogue description, wherein it is stated: „Lot 19 ..... the use of
the 4d stamp, it also exemplifies the use of this stamp to pre-pay the quadruple rate of Island
postage‟. We discussed the manuscript notations with the late Jack Arnell who was convinced that
they are some sort of accounting markings. Two other (4d) covers without an additional stamp
have been recorded by us. Firstly, Lot 40 in the Hart (15) sale shows only a 4d stamp -- clearly a
(1d) stamp, to pre-pay the inland postage is missing from the cover. The other cover is from the
well-known „Beckles‟ correspondence to Demerara (see below) dated 1861 and also lacks a (1d)
stamp. This cover is new to us, but is currently for sale in a London auction without the correct
annotation i.e. stating a stamp is missing!
Despite the fact that only 50,000 were issued, the usage of the stamp continued for a further five
years. Our latest recorded use on cover is dated 9 August. 1861. The next consignment of (4d)
stamps was not invoiced until 26 September 1861. This is the Rough Perf. 14 to 16 Dull rose-red
stamp, SG 25 (Sc 17).
Usage of the (4d) can be divided into two distinct groups:
Type (i)

Optional and, later, compulsory pre-payment of postage on inter-colonial packet mail,

and
Type (ii)

Compulsory pre-payment of packet charges on mail to the U.S. via St. Thomas and / or
Havana.
Of the covers we have recorded, the total is roughly divided equally between Types (i) and (ii). To
date, we have not recorded the (4d) used on cover with any of the blue paper (1d)'s, SG 3/4 (Sc2,
2a). Both of these stamps are known used on cover until 1857, so the possibility exists a new
discovery awaits a lucky philatelist! Subsequent usage on cover can be found with the ensuing
(1d's), thus: Imperf. (on white paper), Pin Perf., and Clean Cut. In Figure 6 (front cover), usage of
the (4d) with an Imperf. (1d) is demonstrated - Type (ii).
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Figure 7 depicts the (4d) on cover with a Pin. Perf. (1d) - Type (i). This combination introduces us
to two items which rank amongst the finest in Barbados philately, namely used pairs of both values
on cover. We have recorded no other pairs, on or off cover. One cover is illustrated on Plate IV of
the Bayley (2) handbook, while the other was Lot 10064 in the Hackmey (16) sale. Both are from the
"Beckles" correspondence. Finally, the (4d) is also recorded used on cover with the Clean Cut (1d)
SG 18 / 19 (Sc 14 / 14a). In conclusion, (and thanks to Michael Hamilton) we wish to place on
record the existence of a superb cover which, to the best of our knowledge, has never been on the
auction market. It is an 11d rate, 1860 cover to Aden franked with single copies of the (4d), 6d, and
(1d), SG 5, 11 and 15 (Sc 4, 8 and 11).
CONCLUSION
In this brief article we have attempted to bring together the succinct facts relating to the imperforate
(4d) stamp of Barbados. Any additional information is welcomed from readers and will be the
subject of a follow-up article, if warranted.
ACKNOWLEDGMENT
The author wishes to acknowledge the help of Mr. Charles Freeland in providing information from
his collection and in checking the manuscript.
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Figure 1.

Mint block of six of the (4d) Brownish red, SG 5 (Sc 4).
Figure 2

Mint block of four showing the variety „Patch on Sail‟
(Position 104) - bottom left stamp.
Figure 3

Figure 4

Mint single showing the
variety „Gash in Throat‟
Position 109

Used example cancelled
with the # 10 parish
numeral of St. Peter

Page 13

No. 202

September 2004
Figure 5

O.H.M.S. cover to St. Lucia franked with a copy of the (4d) Brownish red and dated 11
August 1856 -- the earliest known date of use of this stamp.
The stamp pre-paid the inter-island packet rate.
(Ex. Charlton Henry, Amundsen and Tomasini).

Figure 7

Cover to Antigua dated 10 April 1861 and franked with a (1d) Deep blue
Pin Perf 14, SG 15 (Sc 11) and (4d) Brownish red.
1d Inland rate - Red manuscript „4‟, 4d Inter-island packet rate pre-paid.
(Ex. W. S. Davy, C. Bayley).
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Our May 2004 auction totalled over £1,013,940 with exceptional prices throughout. Superb
Great Britain was joined by the outstanding collections of the Seychelles formed by the
late Peter Morgan and of the Nigerias by the late Neville Jones, contained in specialised
sections of the stamps and postal history of the Indian Ocean and West Africa.

Our Autumn auction is in preparation and we
are actively seeking collections and lots for
inclusion in the sale. Why not take advantage of
the currently buoyant market and contact us
today?
Grosvenor offers sellers a friendly and flexible
approach; a fully inclusive commission rate
with no hidden extras; prompt payment;
extensive international mailing and Internet
coverage; superb quality catalogues.
To register your specialist collecting interests
with us please either write to us at the address
below or telephone, fax or email us.
Complimentary copies of the catalogue
for this auction will be available to members
on request.

399-401 Strand Third Floor London WC2R OLT
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
James Grist, Andrew Claridge, Nick Mansell or
Chris Lawrence await your call.
Telephone: +44 (0)20 7379 8789
Fax: +44 (0)20 7379 9737
Email: info@grosvenor-auctions.co.uk
Website: www.grosvenorauctions.com
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CAYMAN ISLANDS:
The King Edward VII Plate 2 Postage Revenue 1d & 6d Denominations.
By James Podger and Kevin Darcy.
The authors are conscious that in over 90 years, since the King Edward VII plate 2 Postage &
Revenue 1d and 6d stamps were issued, there has been no formal record of their existence. Our
intention with this article is to show when these stamps were produced and why they have been
ignored, from the various philatelic literature published, in the intervening years, with the exception
that in „The Royal Philatelic Collection‟ by Sir John Wilson, it is recorded that the collection
contains, „6d I Pl No 2‟. [In 1997 James Podger presented Her Majesty The Queen with a top left
block of four of the 1d from plate 2, for the Royal Collection.] In 2001, The Victoria Stamp
Company sold the Charles Freeland „Collection of Cayman Islands‟, which included an upper left
corner marginal plate 2 control number block of 4, of the 1d carmine: This block realised $80. The
earliest specialised book on Cayman Island philately, „The Cayman Islands: Their Stamps and
Post Office‟, by D.B. Armstrong (In collaboration with C.B. Bostwick and A.J. Watkin), states, for
the King Edward VII Postage and Revenue series, “The Stamps are printed from the general
Colonial „Postage and Revenue‟ key-plate, No. 1, in sheets of the same size and composition as
the „Postage-Postage‟ series which they superseded”.
In 1907 the Cayman Islands changed the design of their postage stamps, from the „POSTAGE
POSTAGE‟ key-plate to the „POSTAGE REVENUE‟ key-plate. The De La Rue Private Day Books
contain information on all the printings for the „POSTAGE REVENUE‟ issue, as recorded in,
„Cayman Islands: The De La Rue Records‟, by James Podger, published in „The British Caribbean
Philatelic Journal‟ June 1997.
The „De La Rue Plate Register‟, held in the British Library, lists plate 1 as being the only plate
number used for all the King Edward VII „POSTAGE REVENUE‟ issues; see Figure 1. De La Rue
fulfilled nine requisitions, for the Crown Agents, of the „POSTAGE REVENUE‟ series: The first
dated 20 November 1907, which was for the ½d and 1d values; the last dated 7 July 1911, which
was for the ½d, 1d, 2½d and 6d values. Of the nine requisitions for this issue, there are six that
contain printings of the 1d value, as part of a larger requisition of denominations, three that contain
printings of the 6d value, also as part of a larger requisition of denominations: Of these requisitions,
there are three where the 1d and 6d values are printed as part of the same order, Requisition
59/08, 21 August 1908, Requisition 6/09, 4 March 1909 and Requisition 51/11, 7 July 1911.
We now have to examine from which requisition the plate 2 stamps were issued. This becomes an
elimination exercise which is based on the 6d overprinted specimen and on issued colours. The
first requisition, which included both stamp values, was when the 6d overprinted „specimen‟ was
issued to the Universal Postal Union. The colour of the specimen issued is dull purple & bright
purple, which corresponds with the colour of the stamps printed from plate 1; see Figure 2. Thus
the 59/08 requisition 6d value must have been printed from plate 1. It is harder to make a case for
the 6/09 requisition, but we assume that these were also printed from plate 1, based on the
following supposition: The last Cayman Island requisition for King Edward VII, 51/11 on 7 July
1911 was for four values, as previously mentioned. There is a note in the De La Rue Private Day
Books which mentions that the order was subsequently split and the 1d & 6d values were put
under order 52/11. The authors believe that this split in the order, by De La Rue, was where plate 2
was inadvertently used; see Figure 3. The case for our assumption is strengthened by the fact that
there are no other denominations known from plate 2. Also, the correspondence of the time lends
itself to the two stamps being from the 1911 printing.
There are ways to tell whether one has a non plate number example, from plate 1 or from plate 2,
although this is not strictly true for most of the 1d stamps.
We start with the 6d: From plate 1 the stamp is coloured dull purple & bright purple, from plate 2
the stamp is dull purple & violet-purple.
For the 1d value there is no difference in colour between the two plate numbers, the stamps being
all carmine, although it is mentioned in a letter from Harry Huber to J.E.W., dated 24 Dec 1915,
“1d, Edward, P & R, plates 1 and 2. I don‟t think the colour shade is a good means to determine
the individual stamps. Every printing varies slightly. Though I confess that the 1d, plate 2, only one
printing ever sent out – are more of a rose-carmine, compared with the carmine of plate 1”.
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Thus, the 1d needs other ways to determine from which plate number the individual stamp is
printed. Unfortunately, the only stamps that can be identified, apart from plate number singles or
multiples, or lower marginal pieces from plate 2 where the plate number is not used, as coming
from either one or the other plates, are those from the left pane of plate 1, numbered 2, 3, 4, 5, 6,
8, 9, 10, 11, 12 and 28, and 1 and 2 from the right hand pane, as these all show a deterioration in
the frame line at upper right of the name value tablet, see figures 11 & 11a for an example used on
cover, dated MY 4 10. These frame breaks were identified in 1909, and written about in Gibbons
Stamp Weekly, issue dated 10 Jul 1909. The 1d can also be identified as being printed from plate
1, when used with a cancel dated prior to 7 July 1911. See Figure 4 showing a 6d from plate 1
cancelled with a Georgetown type 4 canceller dated NO 24 08.
There are three full panes of the plate 2 1d carmine known. Luckily they are of both left and right
upper panes and thus show a 120 forme sheet; see Figures 7 and 8. No full panes of the 6d value
from plate 2 are recorded: Multiples are shown in Figures 5 and 6. Figure 5 shows a strip from the
left pane, and Figure 6 shows a block from the right pane. There are two known covers with 1d
stamps from plate 2, see Figure 9, postmarked Georgetown JU 18 12 and figure 10, postmarked
Cayman Brac MR 29 13.
Why are these two values, printed from plate 2, not recorded in any philatelic literature? It would
appear that there was a mini conspiracy, suppressing the information in 1912. A letter from Harry
Huber to A.J. Watkin says, “The fifth and last letter contained a block of four of the 1d., Edward VII,
showing plate #2, and this I am sending enclosed herewith. In answer to a specific enquiry as to
whether the 2½d had been issued from plate #2, the answer is in the negative. But a further bit of
information was given which surprised me greatly, and which concerns a higher denomination
which was printed from plate #2. Keep this to yourself, however, until I manage to send off
and secure a block. He says that the 1d and 6d stamps were the only two denominations issued
with plate #2. It‟s strange that Ewen‟s has made no chronicle of this fact. Now, doesn‟t that
surprise you?”
There are a considerable number of references to the 1d and 6d values, printed from plate 2, in the
A.J. Watkin archive: Most are from personal correspondence. These are reproduced, to show
readers how much interest plate 2 caused at the time.
Letter from Harry Huber to A.J. Watkin, 30 Jul 1912: “I note what you say about the 1 of Edward VII
type being printed from plate #2, and that you have a corner block, showing no control. If you care,
I‟ll try to secure you a block showing the control when I next write to the Islands. I believe that I
have already mentioned that I have secured a pane of 60 of the 1d. This shows but one control
number (naturally, of course, since the sheet is composed of four panes), being the right hand,
upper pane. But I also have secured a small block of twelve, showing control #2. I haven‟t been
able to find out from the Islands – or from any one, in fact, whether the 2½d re-issue sent out at the
same time was printed from plate #1 or #2. It would seem strange if this should be printed from
plate #1, and the 1d from plate #2, but sometimes these strange things are done, and it may have
happened in this case.”
Letter from Harry Huber to A.J.W., 10 Sept 1912: “Now in regard to that much discussed plate
No.2 – The 1d re-issued in the fall of 1911 was printed from plate #2, which contains, as you know,
four panes, each containing 60 stamps, but before being sent to the Islands each sheet of 240
stamps was divided into two sheets of 120 stamps, two panes of 60 side by side. Thus the pane
which I have (upper, right hand) shows the plate #2 above the fifth stamp. No number at all
appears in the lower margin, so evidently this is where your block which you secured from Ewen‟s
and showing no plate number, came from. The lower margins of the two upper panes would show
no marginal reference at the bottom, neither would the two lower panes show marginal references
at the top. The other small block of the 1d which I have is from the upper left hand pane, and
shows #2 above the second stamp. I am going to ask my correspondent in Grand Cayman to try
and secure for me a pane, or at least a large block, showing the plate number in the lower margins
of the sheet, if such have been sent out to the Islands. Of course, on the sheet of the 1d, plate #1,
the plate number appears four times, - at the bottom and top of each pane.”
Extract from a letter, from Harry Huber to P.M., 22 Oct 1912: “However delay after delay occurred,
and it was finally necessary to order another printing of the 1d and 2½d, Edward VII stamps. These
arrived in the Islands sometime in October or November, last year. The 1d was printed from plate
#2 instead of plate #1, as formerly. Do you collect plate numbers? I have been able to secure a
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very nice pane of 60 of the 1d showing the control #2 at the top, but of course, the bottom margin
is blank.”
Letter from Harry Huber to A.J. Watkin, 26 Oct 1912: “Compare this 6d (Plate 2 AJW) with the 6d
of plate 1, and you will discover a remarkable difference – so much so that it‟s not all that difficult to
distinguish single copies. Also notice the dark purple of the head plate, and the pinkish lilac of the
duty plate. The greatest difference is the appearance of the beard.”
Extract from a letter, from Harry Huber to P.M., (Percy Mercer) 20 Nov 1912: “And all the margins
on the large blocks of stamps I have received from the Islands have always shown plate #1, except
in the case of the 1d and 6d stamps which were „re-issued‟ in the fall of 1911, and which came
from plate #2, 4 panes of 60 stamps each. However, full 240-stamp sheets were not sent to the
islands, but rather in 2-pane sheets. I have only seen, so far, the upper margins showing plate #2
(lower margins of the two upper panes would naturally be blank).”
Letter from Harry Huber to AJ Watkin, 14 Dec 1912: “I don‟t believe that the 1d, plate 2, will show
the differences as clearly as in the 6d, plate 2. At least I‟ve not been able to discover them in the
panes of 60 I have. Except of course that the breaks in the lines enclosing the tablet wherein
„Cayman Islands‟ is printed do not appear. But of course this wouldn‟t be a means of spotting
single copies.”
Extract from a letter, from Harry Huber to J.E.W., (Name not known, but maybe it has been written
wrongly and should be E.W.J.) 17 Apr 1913: “I have read with much interest your comments on the
1d and 6d, plate 2, Edward stamps. As you say, the ink used for the 6d duty plate has much more
carmine in than that used for plate #1, and the printing is very much blurred. This blurring I believe
will account for most of the differences found in the 1d and 6d stamps from plate #2.”
Letter from E.W.J. (E.W. Jennett) to P.M., 19 Aug 1913: “I am sorry that I could not get King
Edward 1/- and 6d with Plate Number, they have a lot of loose and broken sheets which they are
trying to get rid of it is hard to get one with the number.”
Extract from a letter, from Harry Huber to A.J. Watkin, 20 Nov 1913: “This follows out a line of
reasoning which occurred to me some while back, but I have never said anything about it, waiting
for the time when someone else should broach the subject. This would account for our being able
to obtain the 1d and 6d, Edward, plate 2, in the upper right and upper left panes, and showing the
control at the top, but not the lower right and lower left panes, showing the control at the bottom.
As I believe I told you in one of my previous letters, I have succeeded in getting a strip of the 6d,
Edward, plate 2, showing the lower margin blank”
Extract from a letter, from J.E.L. Cox to A.J. Watkin, 27 Jun 1915: “Have you noticed that Cayman
1ds. ‟07-9 1d has Plate (2) as well as Plate (1). I only noticed it the other day that those I had
bought over at my last visit were (2) and what I got the previous visit were (1).”
Extract from a letter, from Harry Huber to J.E.W., 10 Aug 1915: “1d and 6d, Edward, P&R, plate 2.
The conditions here are exactly the same as in the present issue. The Edward, plate 1, sent to the
Islands, in 1908, consisted of 120-sheets (sic), 2 panes of 60, with narrow dividing margin. Showed
four controls, plate 1. The 6d Edward, plate 2, sent out in 1911, consisted of 120-stamp sheets, 2
panes of 60, with narrow dividing margin. Showed 2 controls, both in upper margin. Lower margin
was blank. The panes supplied were the UL and UR (not LL and LR as we find in the current
George stamps). The Edward, control 2, can be likened to the ¼d, George, 120/240, except for the
position of the panes.”
Extract from a letter, from Harry Huber to J.E.W., 24 Dec 1915: “1d Edward , P&R, plates 1 and 2. I
don‟t think the color (sic) shade is a good means to determine the individual stamps. Every printing
varies slightly. Though I will confess that the 1d, plate 2, only one printing ever sent out – are more
of a rose carmine, compared with the carmine of plate 1.”
There are a number of handbooks on Cayman Islands philately that have been published since the
52/11 requisition was indented:
 „Cayman Islands‟, by Melville.
 „The Postage Stamps of the Cayman Islands‟, by Melville.
 „The Cayman Islands Their Postal History Postage Stamps and Postmarks‟, by Aguilar &
Saunders.
 „The Postal History of the Cayman Islands‟, by Giraldi & McCann.
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None of these record plate 2 as being used. Note that the Book by Giraldi & McCann is on postal
history but is listed here for completeness.
Quantities printed: These figures are taken from the requisitions listed in the De La Rue Private
Day Books.
There were 115,800 of the 1d value, and 35,520 of the 6d value printed. Looking at the authors‟
supposition, this means that of these, 60,000 of the 1d and 23,040 of the 6d are from the plate 2
printing to fulfil requisition 52/11.
Based on the above requisition quantities and that stamps printed from plate 1 were in settings of
120 and from plate 2 were in settings of 240, as the pioneer Cayman philatelists reckoned, the
following plate number examples are possible:
1d plate 1
1860 examples
1d plate 2
1000 examples
6d plate 1
416 examples
6d plate 2
384 examples
There is one anomaly, which needs to be mentioned. This will not have a bearing on the plate
numbers possible for the plate 2 printing. In the examples to hand, the bottom margin from each is
un-perforated vertically (the same as printings from plate 1). In „Notes for Philatelists‟, by M.N.
Oliver, there is an illustration of the 240 forme plate 2 Key-plate: This shows that the margin
between the upper and lower panes was perforated vertically, in the same way that the top margin
above the upper panes is perforated. This variation in the printing needs to be explored. The
authors believe that there were no stamps printed from the lower part of the plate 2 forme: De La
Rue solely used the upper part of the plate 2 forme to print the two values. „The Postal Services of
the Gold Coast 1901-1957‟, has a plate 2 pane of the Gold Coast 6d, illustrated. This has the same
marginal make-up as the Cayman Island 1d panes illustrated in this article. This also explains why
the Cayman pioneer philatelists were unable to find any plate numbers, or positional pieces, from a
lower pane. The De La Rue Private day Book for July 1911, records the following:
„500 sheets 1d x 120 = 60000 stamps‟
„192 sheets 6d x 120 = 23040 stamps‟
This means that the quantity of plate numbers possible, from the plate 2 printing, would be the
same as if printed in 240 forme:
1d plate 2
1000 examples
6d plate 2
384 examples
Illustrations:
 Except where attributed, all illustrations are from James Podger‟s collection.
The authors would like to thank, The Royal Philatelic Society, London, for permission to use
material from the A.J. Watkin archive; Christopher Podger and Graham Booth, for proof reading
the draft copy and their suggestions thereon.
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Figure 4

Figure 5
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Figure 7 (Reduced)

Figure 8 (Reduced)

Graham Booth collection
Figure 9

(Note that the 3d pair show broken frame lines, at upper right, in the name tablet)
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Graham Booth collection

Figure 11 (Reduced)

Figure 11a (Enlarged)

[1d from figure 11, with frame break at top right]
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Stanley Gibbons
Commonwealth Department.
With over 150 years of experience, we have the most interesting and extensive
Commonwealth stock available and the experience to match.

Items recently offered
from our ever
changing stock.

GRENADA
1861-62 1d SG 1
Fine used.

Do you receive our
illustrated list?

GRENADA
1883 SG 28a
Partial double
Blue cds.

To register your interests, simply call 020 7836 8444 and ask to speak to
Pauline MacBroom or Kemal Giray.
Email: pmacbroom@stanleygibbons.co.uk
kemalg@stanleygibbons.co.uk
View our huge range of stock at

www.stanleygibbons.com

Stanley Gibbons also buy stamps and collections.
STANLEY GIBBONS LIMITED, 399 STRAND LONDON WC2R 0LX
TEL: 020 7836 8444 FAX: 020 7836 7342
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MONTSERRAT
WAR STAMP 1½D BLACK AND ORANGE. SG 62

BY JOHN DAVIS

Messrs Ewens received their first consignment on 4th April 1919. They reported that the despatch
date from Montserrat was 6th March, and assumed that this was the day of issue. This date has
been perpetuated by other philatelic commentators, including Britnor, and more recently Stanley
Gibbons. My guess is that Ewen‟s assumption has been interpreted by others as fact.
However, I have not seen any Government or Post Office records that report an official first day of
issue. Can any members enlighten me?
It just so happens that I have an internal cover mailed to a Miss Gunn of Plymouth, Montserrat that
has been franked with a strip of 3 of the 1½d WAR STAMPS cancelled with a date stamp for 4th
March 1919, two days earlier than all reported dates. I am claiming that this to be the earliest
known date of usage, (and probably the real first day of issue) unless any members can claim
earlier known dates.
To add to its interest, the stamp on the left has the variety „1 and ½ closer together‟.

ST LUCIA
1892 TAX MARKING

BY ALISTER KINNON

I have recently acquired a cover posted from St Lucia to Barbados on 14
January 1892 and posted using a provisional halfpenny on half of sixpence
stamp. Nothing unusual in that or in that it attracted attention by being underpaid. However the tax mark is one which I have not seen reported as being
used in St. Lucia. It is an 11 or 12 mm „T‟ with serifs, enclosed in a heart
shaped border measuring approx 24mm from top to bottom, an enhanced
copy of which is shown.
Is such a mark known to have been used in St Lucia or in any other West Indies territory?
Editor‟s note: Our two proof readers DN and CF believe this is a Barbados mark.
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ST VINCENT
POSTMARK FORGERY?

BY JOHN COWELL

I illustrate a St Vincent postmark dated 7 May 1905, the stamp is the 1906 MCA
wmk and was in a collection which I was handling on behalf of a postal auction for
whom I do some describing. Opinions welcome on whether the postmark is a
forgery (Brian Cartwright states it is not a Mme Joseph) or whether MCA paper
was used at this date.

TRINIDAD
21MM CIRCULAR DATESTAMP (PROUD TYPE D15)

BY MICHAEL MEDLICOTT

Edward Barrow‟s pieces in our sister publication British Caribbean Philatelic Journal (Vol.42 No.3 &
Vol.43 No.3) have thrown some doubt on previous assumptions about which office(s) used Proud
type D15, pending receipt of their own datestamps, and whether there were more than one similar
instrument.
It is reasonably clear from available covers that the first period of use (5 Jan 89 – 12 May 92) was
at G.P.O. Port of Spain, and that D15 was put into reserve when the GPO received its first set of
„PORT-OF-SPAIN‟ datestamps some time in 1892.
D15 surfaced again in 1897. My earliest date is on a loose stamp for 7 Jan 97 (expressed as „97
JA/7‟) with no code letter, and this eccentric dating is typical of a postal agency or rural office.
Proud, presumably quoting Joe Chin Aleong, assumed that D15 was located at Indian Walk
throughout its second period of use (9 Jun 97 – 15 Feb 07 according to Proud, but now antedated),
and this assumption was probably based on the illustrated cover.
This cover, formerly in the Addiss collection, addressed to Boston, Mass. bears SG137 tied by D15
code „A‟ dated FE15/07, a clear strike suggesting recent cleaning of the datestamp. It is
backstamped Princes Town code „C‟ same day, where it would have joined the railway, and G.P.O.
Port of Spain (type D49) 6.45 p.m. same day. The Princes Town transit mark is significant,
because it narrows down to four the possible offices of origin; St. Juliens and Elswick already had
their own datestamps, and Tableland was not to open until 1909; only Indian Walk on the feeder
roads to Princes Town was open (since 1895) and had no datestamp of its own.
I have definite anonymous earlier strikes, all on loose stamps, dated 97 JA/7 (as above), MR
30/97, 3 MY/97, 20 MY/97 and OC 9/2, all with no code letter.
Although I find Barrow‟s superimposition (Fig. 3 p. 3 Vol 42 No. 3) unconvincing evidence by itself
of two distinct datestamps, his card of JA 3/01 and Ray Stanton‟s card of AU 25/03 did credibly
originate at New Town, and do indicate the existence of two almost identical datestamps.
As a tentative conclusion, therefore, I suggest that type D15 with no code was used at New Town
from at least January 1897 until it received its own datestamp (1908?), and that a second type D15
with code letter „A‟, and possibly „C‟, was used at Indian Walk from some time after its opening on
2 Dec 95 until it received its own datestamp, which was despatched by G.P.O. London on 4 Jun
07.
Reports of other usage of these rather rare datestamps after 1897 confirming or refuting this
conclusion would be very welcome.

BWISC PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE FROM DAVID DRUETT AT PENNYMEAD AUCTIONS.
Author

Title

Deakin HF
Toeg EV
Jarvis & Sutcliffe
Oliver MN
Toeg EV
Britnor / Freeland
Borromeo F
Wike RG

Advanced Barbados Philately
Dominica Postal History, Stamps, Stationery to 1935
GB Stamps Used in Jamaica
The Leeward Islands. Notes for Philatelists
Leeward islands Adhesive Fee Stamps
Montserrat to 1965
The Philately of Nevis
Airmails of Trinidad & Tobago

Price
(Member‟s discount)
£13 (£2)
£25
£38 (£6)
£53 (£8)
£10
£16 (£2)
£13 (£2)
£25
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VIRGIN ISLANDS
THE WILLIAM FRAZER COLLECTION

BY SIMON GOLDBLATT

So seldom does a worthwhile group of Virgin Islands material reach the market that our Circle
membership has virtually forgotten how to collect the territory. Yet I should be failing in my
responsibility as Group Leader (and effectively sole flag-waver) if I did not comment on Bill Frazer‟s
sale (Spink, 20 May 2004). The commentary comes before the sale, and Charles Freeland‟s
analysis of the highlights, provided in „Auction Update‟, will view the event from a rather different
perspective.
When the Burrus collection was sold, the entire holding of Virgin Islands was combined in a single
lot. It was Bill Frazer who bought it. It was this acquisition which kindled his interest in the classic
stamps of the colony.
The Burrus holding set a very high standard for Bill, who was reluctant to descend below it. Thus I
remember being able to pick freely from a collection in a Manchester stamp shop, which Bill had
earlier turned down as having nothing of particular interest for him: surprising, in a way, because
he clearly liked SG20, a stamp full of character and here still reposed the Snowden used example
with long tailed „S‟; anyway, I have given it a good home.
He also left behind there an almost complete sheet of the 1d perf 15 from transfer B, missing the
stamp at top left, because he already had a similar item, less the stamp at bottom right – see lot
568. Also, I am sure, he found the 1d perf 15 a rather tedious stamp; he could have had scores
from the stock just mentioned and he turned them all down. There was one thing he missed in so
doing: that is, the correspondence between the first printing of that stamp and the 6d SG10 and 13
– 50 issued sheets of 20 in each case. You identify it, as I have explained on other occasions, by
wide margins, colour, and above all, blind perforations (see Spink‟s recurrent references to missing
perforation holes); and unless I have been asleep, there is not a single first issue perf 15 1d
amongst the Frazer holding of almost 650 of the classic 1d, 4d, 6d, 1s issues of Nissen & Parker.
Had Bill so wished, you can be sure he could have owned ten times as many of the slightly less
than 100,000 stamps originally issued. Lot 571 features the 6d perf 15 as „the sole example‟ used
in the collection – but that was all he felt he wanted. For he sold me my first example from his
dealer‟s stock.
When it comes to rarities, he usually had them. I watched him buy what has now become lot 502,
from a Robson Lowe auction (from memory, £210, even in those days). I cannot imagine that
another will turn up. As for the classics on cover, he probably never lost a chance to acquire these:
the huge gap in time between lot 551 from 1869 and lot 594 from the very end of 1878 will show
you just how impossible these covers are. I suspect you will never find the Nissen & Parker 1d on
cover, except with one or more other values. Not surprisingly, from my point of view, on the 1869
cover one sees the 1866 1d being used; on the 1878 cover, there is the first appearance of the
1868-76 1d, and by now the DLR watermarked stamps were in issue. The fact is that almost the
whole of these 1d stamps was taken up by the stamp trade without ever being used.
In between the two covers mentioned
comes a cover of 1872, a wreck of a 1s
stamp on a wreck of a mourning cover. So
this is all that he could find from Tortola,
until one comes to 1880 and beyond.
He was a very proud owner of the 4d on
1s on cover in early 1888 to G Campbell,
Jersey, which he confidently believed to
be the only example on cover, and
contemporary at that (lot 679). This item
was part of the original Burrus acquisition:
those who keep their eyes open have a
prospect of finding other correspondence
from Tortola to Campbell – but SG42
again? Absolutely not.
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Well worthy of note are two presumably self-addressed covers of 9 FE 1891 going to Munich, each
bearing a 1s stamp, one with the coloured margins, one without. This, remember, was in that
controversial period when Leeward Islands stamps had been distributed, and several of the
colonies were uncertain whether their own issues could still be used. Not so the Virgin Islands: you
continue to find the stamps with cds from 1891 onwards; and the postmaster here was right,
vindicated by the announcement of Joseph Chamberlain to Parliament in 1893.
Three covers from 1880 and 1881 bear 4d values: otherwise the earliest issues hardly figure; and
where they do, it is in combination with DLR issues, and in one case to the same Munich address
together with a Leeward Islands 1s also. DLR issues on cover before the arrival of Leewards
stamps are made to look easy with 12 examples; I cannot myself ever recollect being offered one,
but I have usually stayed away from major auctions since the buyer‟s premium was introduced to
the UK. As for valuations, some of these seem to me to be tongue-in-cheek.
The Frazer example of the missing Virgin is correctly plated at position 8. It is crucial to note here
the straight edge at right. This tends further to confirm Migliavacca‟s belief in the number that got
into circulation; because, in addition to examples from the lower two rows – rendered improbably
by the straight edge at foot of stamps from row 2 – positions 9 and 10 also now become
improbable. Are examples met from positions 4 and 5? To my chagrin I have not kept a check –
has anyone? I have at least checked paper on this occasion: it is anything but the transparent
bluish or greyish paper of SG20, as I had earlier supposed. On the contrary, it is quite soft and
quite dense, and from my brief inspection did not marry with the paper of SG18, 19 either. Even
the thin seemed different in character from defects that one meets on the issued stamps. If I have
to characterize this famous stamp, I regard it as a trial stage, part of the decision to super-impose
coloured margins on the original SG11/14. The missing Virgin itself I continue to class as a
phantom error, and you can take that how you will.
I have said little of pre-stamp letters as, because of the survival of the Walters correspondence,
these are not scarce. The indifferent quality of the GB 6d used in Tortola (contrast the lovely 4d)
and the total absence of a 1d value have surprised me. Proofs of the first issues, Bill Frazer had in
abundance. These have always figured in major collections since a hoard was discovered in a
stamp shop in St. Martin‟s Lane in the 19th century: Bill certainly fancied the die proofs of the 1d
and 6d in combination, and the well-known large multiples of the 6d plate proofs in blue and rosevermillion – usually from the rejected transfer. I noted no examples of the 1866 1d in plate proof
form. As these can be found from time to time it is another instance of the owner‟s lack of affection
for the 1d stamps.
However, he made sure of his compound perfs (lot 549 and 550) whose plating positions I have
not checked at the time of writing, though the used example is ascribed to row 1 / 2. The unused
example should also come from columns 2 to 5, because (from one of mine) one gets an imperf
effect, from a defective attempt at perforating, at the left margin. The A13 postmark on lot 550
comes either from the standard use of this canceller (up to about 1872) or its reintroduction about
the turn of the century. Instances of A13 used as original are, of course, lots 510, 511, 551; other
instances are necessarily equivocal, so there is no firm
evidence whether the scarce compound perf was distributed in
period, or whether usage stems from remaindered stamps
processed in Tortola after 1900.
One point I omitted to check was the incidence of watermarks
on the 1866 6d; these are not uncommon, and the specific
mention within lot 547 should not lead one to infer that this
block alone showed a watermark. Indeed, that remarkable
multiple of nine, forming lot 534, with its huge bottom margins,
seems to hint at watermarking in the illustration.
The essays comprising lots 552 and 553 are splendid,
especially as the latter evidences the commendable decision
not to use for the 4d stamp the lamps that so suitably adorn
the 1866 values. Yet am I alone in finding the 1s prototype (lot
554) wholly uninspiring? One can only commend the artist who
moved from this base to the finished article.
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Returning to the stamps as issued, I have drawn attention previously to the „clean‟ and „dirty‟ states
of the 4d and 6d transfers. Of three complete sheets of the 4d value, two were „clean‟ and one was
„dirty‟ – demonstrated best by the defective „A‟ in „ISLANDS‟ at the bottom right. With the 6d
values, I concentrate on the large „V‟ variety, of which the collection contains 5 „clean‟, 2 „dirty‟, and
one in a half-way state showing both the cleared white central flaw of the clean version, and the
jagged colour flaw at top left of „V‟ in the dirty version. Nevertheless, I have seen enough variation
between two stamps from the same plate position of the same transfer not to pay too much
attention to this kind of discrepancy. I remain firmly of the view that there were, two, exactly two
transfers for each value: whether side by side on the stone, as with impressions of the 1d value, or
successively from a preserved transfer, I know not; though I incline to the first view, it is not certain
that „clean‟ and „dirty‟ stamps survive in equal numbers.
Back now to proofs of the 4d value; and the range of brown shades in which they were produced
include colours very close indeed to those used by DLR. Taking the impressive block of 15 (lot
563), perhaps it is only the Nissen & Parker sheet format that proves completely that it is that firm,
not DLR, who produced it. However, when one comes to the DLR plate proofs – see lots 643-6 – it
is material to note that Crown CA paper was used; and, if one goes back to the DLR 1d of 1877,
there is a proof sheet on card. I might be raising questions where none exist.
Much as DLR must have resented using lithography for Virgin islands stamps, Bill Frazer
abandoned his mistaste for the 1d value, when it came to these issues: by his standards, three
sheets in green, and four in red (let‟s face it, this latter not a real challenge) could be considered
OTT. He went in for multiples, of course, and I remember him telling me once that he found the
DLR key type 2½d red-brown the hardest of all to acquire in blocks. I can only suppose that at
some point he lost his enthusiasm for ordinary issued stamps; because several blocks came on to
the market in the next few years, and I do not believe he troubled to acquire one. Coming to the
higher values, I noted that, while he only had one sheet of each of the 6d and 1s stamps, he had
four sheets of the 4d. This might help to explain my own failure to pick up a sheet for myself.
We should observe in passing that Campbell in Jersey figures again as the receiver of an OHMS
cover bearing each of the three top values in 1889; when I mentioned the 4d on 1s on cover, I
gave no undertaking that its use was 100% commercial. There again, it may have been.
Virgin Islanders have for many generations shown pride in their home territory (and a lovely setting
it is). Entirely in character they were five years ahead of other Leeward Islanders in seeking to
reintroduce stamps of their own. The birth of the St. Ursula issue is attractively documented in the
Frazer collection with an original essay on large card, a master die proof with blank value tablet,
the embryonic set on Appendix sheets, and single imperf colour trials of the issued stamp. We
remember, of course, that when the original plate was prepared for printing, it cracked; thus
accounting for the long delay between the preparation of the essay in March 1898, and the supply
of stamps at the very end of that year. The technical hitch is reflected in the proof material: on
close inspection, the original product was sharper, clearer and more precise than the issued
stamps. The craftsman responsible was probably less than pleased to have to do his work all over
again.
The reign of Queen Victoria was by far Bill Frazer‟s favourite period, and there was not much he
was attracted to keep from the later reigns. Here I leave the Spink catalogue, excellent of course in
its quality, to speak for itself. My final comments, therefore, will be on postal markings. There is
nothing to say that is new of itself. The marks are few and well known. What we do have is an
indicator of condition, especially, of the A91 killer at various dates, and what comes through to me
is how heavy or irregular are the strikes on each of the earlier covers. Even when newly
introduced, at the time of the 1872 cover, the cancellation shows overkill. The ink would have dried
from time to time, of course, and if you meet a cancellation as indistinct as on the cover lot 597, it
is still healthy. I had with difficulty reached a healthy diagnosis for an example of SG20 of my own
sharing an indistinct cancel on piece with a 1d green; and the sight of this cover is a valuable
confirmation. The corollary is that when you meet a neat, well-defined „A91‟ cancellation you can
date it with confidence to the 1890‟s.
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BY CHARLES FREELAND

Spink 20 May
Given Simon Goldblatt‟s concern that the market would have difficulty in absorbing this huge
specialised collection of one of our smallest territories, my personal ambitions were high for the
sale of Bill Frazer‟s Virgin Islands. My hopes were raised by the sparse room, only ten present
apart from the Spink staff, although these included four active dealers (Fraser, Lea, Kinns and
Taylor). Sadly, these gentlemen, together with agents Lancaster and Weeks and a very aggressive
bidder represented by Spink staff, meant that bargains were few and far between. It was especially
nice to meet up again with Roger Downing, who had travelled from Tortola with a list of targeted
acquisitions, while Simon Goldblatt and I were ready to pounce on any unconsidered trifles.
Unlike some of the specialised auctions I have reported on in recent years, the spoils for this event
were divided into a smallish pool of about 25 buyers, confirming that it is a far narrower collecting
area than say Bahamas or Bermuda. Despite this, the hammer prices for the sale totalled over
£200,000 (pretty well exactly double the lower estimate) and not a single lot was unsold. Two
buyers, Taylor and Spink‟s customer, each spent close to a quarter of that sum, although Taylor
was surely acting for one or more personal clients as well. Roger Downing bought several of the 1d
green sheets, which went very high and made him the third biggest spender. Four more buyers,
including Kinns on behalf of Gibbons, spent around £10,000 each.
The sale started strongly with Taylor securing the first three lots of pre-adhesives for over £3,000,
brushing aside competition from one of our VPs. In retrospect, the 1815 Paid to England cover was
a bargain at £1,900 (all prices plus 15%) and throughout the day the prices for covers were not
excessive, reflecting the absence of the gentleman from Louisiana who has been very stubborn at
many similar events. The next highlight was the GB 4d cancelled A13 at £3,000. The relatively
common Nissen and Parker colour proofs occasioned strong bidding from three quarters, with
Spink‟s customer and a phone bidder sharing the nicer ones at 2-3 times estimate. This pattern
was maintained for nearly all the specialist stamp pieces (proofs, varieties and multiples), though
most of the straight stamp lots containing duplication were absorbed by the dealers at around
estimate. There were several lots containing undescribed varieties where I had hopes of scoring,
but sadly others had spotted them too, so none of them went really cheaply. For example, lot 601
(estimated at £300-350) where the long tailed S flaw was on the grey paper stamp, was driven up
to £1,100. Another indication of the strength of demand was that where there were two identical
lots, the second was often more expensive than the first. This was particularly notable on lots 580
and 581, where the marginal block of the 1867 1/- with one showing long-tailed S flaw fetched
£1,300, £500 cheaper than the succeeding block with no flaw.
The other highlights were, with one major exception, predictable. The exception was the infamous
Missing Virgin, which was sold for £28,000, less than half the price of Frazer‟s other example last
Spring… the market must be getting saturated. The two 1d compound perfs each fetched £5,500,
reasonable for the used copy of which only three are recorded but dear for the off-centre mint
example (there are currently rumours that both have received a thumbs down from the experts)
As mentioned, the prices for covers were for once not ridiculous. The best two, the 1869 mixed
franking cover and the 1878 6d rate to Antigua, fetched £7,000 and £5,000. The other early covers,
many of them extremely rare, were scooped up by an eager room, with your two VPs securing
three neat usages each. The two unique later covers, the 1888 4d on 1/- and the 1899 4d with F
for E in pence went for £2,000 and 2,900 respectively.
My final comment concerns the 20 odd lots of complete sheets. It was no surprise to see the very
high prices for the 1d green sheets, which presented one-off opportunities to acquire important
study pieces, but I was amazed to see the two 4d / 1/- sheets fetch £6,500 (admittedly I do not
possess one). Several of the other (less rare) early sheets fetched around full Gibbons after
accounting for the premium.
It may not be for a generation or more before the Virgin Islands collector sees another offering like
this one… if you missed it there is no excuse.
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Shreves 12 June
The Goslings are one of the oldest Bermuda families. Several members must own military
postcards addressed to Mrs Gosling at the family home in Underwood, Paget East written by one
of their sons from the Western Front in WW1. So our interest was aroused when the collection of
the late Malcolm Gosling came under the hammer.
It was difficult for those not resident in Dallas or New York to assess the scale of the collection as
the bulk of it was contained in ten massive remainder lots. However, Shreves‟ superbly illustrated
colour catalogues enable buyers to view the single lots in all their glory. It was clear from these 180
lots that Gosling was a discriminating collector with a passion for the large keyplates. Nearly all the
major keyplate varieties were present, often in positional blocks. Moreover, they must have been
kept in an air-conditioned environment as the condition was nearly all fresh and fine.
My own bidding expectations were modest although as it turned out I secured several nice items at
reasonable prices. The sale was unreserved so there were some inevitable bargains, but these
were nearly all faulty or duplicated lots. As I have noted before, the Bermuda market is heavily
oversold, though buying interest for the good stamps remains strong. One feature was the distinct
interest in relatively minor varieties that have recently been listed by Gibbons (the check the box
mentality evidently remains alive and kicking). However, bidders‟ confidence suffered from the fact
that Shreves‟ describers do not list the Bermuda keyplates by printing, although for many of the
GVI stamps Gosling had allocated the printings, apparently correctly. The family will have been
satisfied but there were few outstanding realisations and my own results indicate that more could
have been achieved. Exceptions were the upper left blocks of the1932 12/6 at $2,000 and the
1943 2/- with blank upper right scroll at $1,700. Note Shreves charges 10% to buyers and sellers, less
than many.

Future events
Spink is holding a BWI sale on 21-2 October that contains some juicy specialist collections. The
two that have caught my eye are a booklet collection that includes nearly all the rare early booklets
of Barbados, Br Guiana, Jamaica and Trinidad and the Cyril Bell collection of Grenada. I have a
photostat of Cyril‟s exhibit of the Grenada revenue stamps and it is a lovely lot. Apparently the
remainder of the collection is not so exciting but it is extensive. We are also promised a fine
offering of Frederick Mayer‟s Antigua, nice selections of Bahamas and St Lucia, plus a “wonderful
collection of St Vincent with plenty of rarities and covers”.
Another exciting event looms in February next year when Sothebys will offer the Sir Gawaine
Baillie BWI. A “closet” collector, I have seen Sir Gawaine buying exceptional Bahamas in the
Staircase and Ludington sales, but it is still a surprise to learn that the presale estimates exceed
£10mn. He did not collect used or covers, but it sounds as if those interested in mint multiples and
proof material will have good reason to visit the Bond St galleries again, though I sincerely hope
the 20% premium that shocked us last time has disappeared.
The next Victoria auction is scheduled for 9 October and we are promised the "Nashville" collection of British
America ensuring rarities across the board including St Vincent and Antigua.

BRITISH CARIBBEAN PHILATELIC STUDY GROUP
RECENT MONOGRAPHS
(All prices include surface postage)
Leeward Islands: A Postal History Anthology (Pub–1997) 74p. £10
Ludington. Postal History of Blockade Running Through Bermuda, 1861 –1865 (Pub 1996) 51 p. £12
Forand & Freeland, Bermuda Mails to 1865 (Pub–1995) 124p. £13.50
Devaux, Early Air Mails of Saint Lucia (Pub–1993) 26p. £4.50

For details, please contact
David Wilson, PO Box 1135, Great Falls, VA 22066, USA (wilsondajx@aol.com)
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Stock Items For Sale
Antigua
1948

Coils

Specimen £1, 10/- (2)

£48

Grenada
1938-50

10/- SG163 Imprint strip of three
& SG163E Imprint block of six
10/- SG163 block of four
10/- SG163F block of six

£285
£125
£100

Barbados KGVI ½d bistre Strips of 4
Br Guiana KGVI 1c 2c (1938) Strips of 4
Grenada KGVI ½d 1d Strips of 4
St Lucia KGVI ½d 1c 2c Strips of 4
Some coil join strips of above are available
St Lucia KGV ½d 1d

Turks & Caicos
1913
1922
1925

£8
£8
£12
£10
£15

Virgin Islands

KGV SG129/139
KGV ½d – 2/- SG163/173
KGV 2/- 3/- SG174/5
Some available in blocks of 4

£21
£8
£12

1866
1938-47

QV 6d SG3
QV 6d SG7
KGVI ½d-£1 range 26 inc shades

£38
£25
£85

We have a stand at Philatex No 115, 28/30 October
But regret we will be unable to attend BWI 50th celebration
Ethiopia
W.R.Y. both types ovpt serif & non serif – a small number found in U.N. Geneva office 60c (2)

1960

Tristan Da Cunha
QE II

Booklets B1 B2 B3

£85

Omnibus
£485

1946

Peace Issue 90 values

£6

BRIDGER & KAY GUERNSEY LTD.
P.O. BOX 19 FARNLEY HOUSE,
ST. PETER PORT, GUERNSEY GY1 3AG
Tel: 0208 940 0038 Fax: 01481 713200

INSURE Your Collection

WANTED

It costs less than you think !
ALL RISKS – NO EXCESS

SEA FLOOR, BAHAMAS

Stamps & Postcards:
£ 5,000 cover for £20 pa*
£10,000 cover for £36 pa*
All other Collectables:
£ 4,000 cover for £24 pa*
£10,000 cover for £54 pa*
*plus government Insurance Premium Tax,
Includes Exhibition & Accompanied cover in Western Europe

CIRCULATING PACKETS: CUPS & TROPHIES:
AUCTIONS: EXHIBITIONS etc.
SPECIAL SCHEME for SOCIETIES

(Includes Public & Employers Liability)
PUBLIC LIABILITY for COLLECTOR SOCIETIES
Premiums from £20. pa for £5,000,000 cover
DEALERS COMBINED POLICY
Please write or telephone or fax for a quotation and a
Prospectus/Proposal form.

STAMP INSURANCE SERVICES
C G I Services Limited (dept 33)
29 Bowhay Lane EXETER EX4 1 PE
tel: 01392 433 949
fax: 01392 427 632
Member of the General Insurance Standards Council
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Buying Covers, Cards, Cancels and Collateral Material
relating to the Post Office which operated 1939-1942.
Also buying proofs, artists drawings, errors, freaks, etc. of
Bahamas. SG.158,168,168a (need mint copy), 259, 285,
307, 307a (need mint copy).
Highest prices paid for material I need for my collection.

FREDERICK P. SCHMITT
PO Box 387, Northport,
NY 11768. U.S.A.
Phone: +1-631-261-6600 (24 hours)
Fax: +1-631-261-7744
Email fred@fredschmitt.com
Member: Philatelic Traders Society

September 2004

MEMBERSHIP & SUBSCRIPTION

No. 202

PETER BOULTON

MEMBERSHIP – is WORLD WIDE in scope and open to all whether they be new or advanced
collectors.
SUBSCRIPTION – The ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION is £10.00 for members residing in the UK or
Europe and £14 / $20 for members who reside elsewhere.
Subscriptions (dues) are payable on 1 January each year and, subject to what is mentioned
below, in sterling (by personal cheque or standing ORDER drawn on a UK Bank, a Banker's
Draft, International Money Order, Postal Order or local currency notes – no coins will be accepted
– e.g. dollars, marks, francs etc.).
Members residing in North America (Canada, USA and the Caribbean) who do not pay their
subscription (dues) in sterling should pay by sending to the North American Representative (see
address inside front cover) a cheque for USA $20 made payable to 'BWISC'. Other overseas
members who pay their subscription by cheque drawn in a foreign currency or on a foreign bank
MUST add the equivalent of £3 sterling partially to cover exchange and bank charges. The
overseas rates quoted include an element to cover postage of the Bulletin by Air Mail.
Revisions to contact details should be provided to the Hon. Secretary, Peter Boulton, address
inside front cover.
In this issue and in future, membership updates will be issued as loose booklet style inserts for the
membership booklet.

LIBRARIAN'S REPORT

IAN JAKES.

I received a letter from the Cayman Islands National Archive, which reads: You will note that the
Library now has a new history book "Founded upon the Seas; A History of the Cayman Islands and
Their People." Researched and written by the noted Caribbean Historian Dr. Michael Craton, and
the Cayman Islands New History Committee, the copyright of which, is in the Cayman Islands
Government, George Town, Grand Cayman.
The book itself is the first comprehensive history of the Cayman Islands and covers the period from
pre-history to the current day, consisting of 532 pages, including a 15 page index. It is soft bound.
The ISBN Number is 976-637-117-2. It was first published in Jamaica in 2003 by Ian Randle
Publishers, 11 Cunningham Avenue, Box 686, Kingston 6 www.ianrandlepublishers.com. It is also
published in the USA 2003 by Ian Randle Publishers Inc., where the ISBN Number is 0-9729358-27. It includes numerous old historical photographs in black and white with old documents and more
modern photographs in colour. It is an extremely readable book and can be recommended to all
those interested in the history of the Cayman Islands.
The location of this new book is 2.9.5 Al. Whilst there is mention of Cayman's Philatelic History in
the book, the information provided is quite basic, although there is mention of an alleged scandal
relating to variations and misprints on surcharged stamps which appeared in an issue of the
magazine "Truth" in January 1908 as conveyed to the Colonial Secretary by the Ipswich Stamp
Dealers, Messrs. Whitfield King on 31st January and 20th February 1908. This account is in the
Cayman Islands National Archive, and I have asked for full details. If this is received I will prepare
a report for a future bulletin.
Those interested in Cayman Islands Postal History Stamps and Postal Stationery, as recorded in
the BWI bulletins from 1954 to 2003, would do better to borrow the Library copy of the information
sent to the Cayman Islands National Archive (reference 2.9.6 top)
Library lists supplied upon application to Hon. Librarian accompanied by an S.A.E. (9" x 6½") –
2nd Class postage for 150 gm rate required.
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HARMERS OF LONDON
ESTABLISHED 1918

Good prices for British West Indies
at Harmers of London.

Bermuda: 1938-53, perf. 14, 2/-,
horizontal pair with variety, broken Scroll.
Sold for £1,647 in our October 2003 auction.

Bermuda: 1938-53, perf. 14, £1,
horizontal pair with variety, broken Scroll.
Sold for £941 in our October 2003 auction.

Bermuda: 1938-53, perf. 14, 12/6, horizontal pair with variety, broken
Scroll. Sold for £1,117 in our October 2003 auction.

Don‟t miss the interesting material from the British West Indies in Harmers all-world and specialised
Auctions held throughout the year. View catalogues at www.harmers.com.
Would you like to know how much your stamp collection could realise at auction?
You might be surprised at the value of your collection. Our experts make daily valuations in our London
offices. So why not take the opportunity to drop in and find out how much your stamp collection could be
worth. There‟s no need to make an appointment, as one of our experts is always available Monday to
Friday between 9.30am and 4.30pm. Or call the number below to find out when a valuation day will be

held in your area.

